Japan condemns expulsions 


Libya: No chemical arms planned 


^ AMMAN fR)—Japan Sunday condemned Israel's expulsion of 13 
* Palestinians from the occupied West Bank and Gaza and said it ran 
.against Middle East peace efforts. “Japan condemns the deporta- 
Uon of 13 more Palestinians by the Israel! government on Jan. I 
from the occupied territories as this act is in defiance of Japan's 
appeal and of international condemnation,” said a Foreign 
’ Mtaisfry statement issued by the Japanese embassy. The statement 
said the expulsion was contrary to U.N. Security Council resolu¬ 
tions and worsened the situation in the occupied territories, which 
it said had not improved since December 1987, the start of the 
' 13-montb-oM Palestinian uprising. “Japan is seriously concerned 
_about this measure in that it goes against the recent trend toward 
-peace, including the initiation of dialogue between the United 
States and the Palestine Liberation Organisation,” it said. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Libya's foreign minister said Sunday his 
country had no (dans to manufacture chemical weapons, but “you 
Will never know” whether that will change. “We have never had a 
plan to develop chemical weapons,” Foreign Minister Jadalla 
Azouz Ettalhi said on “Face the Nation," a news programme on 
the CBS television network. Pressed by interviewer Lesley Stahl, 
he said: “We have no plan for the time being.” Asked if Libya 
planned to make such arms in the future, he replied: “You will 
never know.” Washington claims a plant in Rabta, 96 kilometres 
southwest of Tripoli, is a poison gas facility, which some U.S. 
officials say already underwent a trial run and is on the verge of 
production. Libya says the plant will be for manufacturing 
medicine when it comes on line. Ettalhi. speaking from Paris 
outside a 145-nation chemical weapons conference, said outsiders 
would be invited to inspect the facility when it opens in several 
months. 
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Saudi crown prince arrives in Morocco 


CASABLANCA (R) — Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz 
arrived in Morocco Saturday for a private visit, the Moroccan news 
agency MAP reported. The prince's visit followed two days of talks in 
Syria focusing on the reaitaission of Egypt into the Arab League and 
■Syrian ties to Morocco. Syrian President Hafez Al Assad broke 
relations with Morocco in Jnly 1986 in protest at a visit by the then 
Israeli Prime .Minister Shimon Peres. 


^Britain tells Iran hostages must go free 


LONDON fR) — Britain told Iran Sunday that their relations would 
hot improve until three British hostages held in Lebanon were freed. 
Foreign Office Minister William Waldegrave made the point on 
.British radio ahead of talks with Ir anian Foreign Minister Ali AJkbar 
in Paris Monday about the hostages — Church of England envoy 
Terry Waite, teacher Brian Keenan and journalist John McCarthy, 
who are anyone several Westerners held in Lebanon. “We are not 
seeing so much movement on the hostages where we still do believe the 
Iranians have some influence,” Waldegrave said. 


Howe in Sanaa for first visit by British minister 


SANAA (R) — Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe held talks in 
Sanaa Sunday with Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Iryam after arriving in North Yemen for the first visit 
by i British cabinet minister. Howe will spend two days discussing 
bilateral and regional issues and is expected to be pressed for further 
British aid to North Yemen. Britain and North Yemen have had 
limited diplomatic and commercial ties since North Yemen became a 
republic in the 1960s. British aid has totalled only £30 million ($53 
miDion) since 1971. 


Sudan says food shortage over 


NICOSIA (R) — Sudan now has enough food following years of 
intermittent famine but faces plots against it by Israel and other 
countries. Finance Minister Omar Nour A1 Dayem'was quoted Sunday 
as saying. The Qatari News Agency quoted Dayem as telling Qatar's 
A1 Arab newspaper that the amount of cultivated land in Sudan had 
risen, agricultural output was up and no one in the country was 
hungry. The agency quoted Dayem as saying Israel and other 
unnamed countries and groups were plotting to undermine Sudan’s 
Arab and Muslim identity. It gave no details. 


Abdul Meguid meets Arens in Paris 


PARIS (R) — Israel's new foreign minister, Moshe Arens, ipet his 
Egyptian counterpart, Esmet Abdul Meguid. Sunday for the first time, 
since taking office last month and the two agreed to continue contacts. 
“It was a friendly meeting,” Abdul Meguid said. “We discussed 


,i bilateral relations and the peace process,” he added but he also spoke 
* of “differences" between the.two sides. The one-hour encounter took 
place on the sidelines of a 140-nation conference in Paris on banning 
chemical warfare. Abdul Meguid said there could be further talks 
later during the five-day conference, which ends Wednesday, or 
afterwards. 


Swedish premier to meet Peres 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson will 
meet Israel’s deputy prime minister. Shimon Peres in Bonn at the end 
Of this month to dbcuss Middle East peace efforts, the Foreign 
Ministry said Sunday. Foreign Minister Sten Andersson had also 
invited Israel’s Foreign Minister Moshe Arens to Sweden, the ministry 
said. Both meetings were part of Sweden's efforts to contribute to the 
peace process between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO), the ministry said. 


dAU president arrives in Morocco 


MARRAKESH, Morocco (R) — Malian President Moussa Traore, 
current chairman of the Orga n i s ation of African Unity (OAU), 
arrived in Morocco Sunday for a state visit expected to focus on the 
Western Sahara conflict. The Moroccan news agency MAP reported 
gti. e Hassan, who quit the OAU in 1984 after it admitted Polisario 
Front guerrillas fighting for independence for the former Spanish 
colony, greeted Traore at the airport. 


SPA urges Lebanon to trace killers 


LONDON fR) — Lebanese authorities should' track down those 
Responsible for a string of attacks on Saudi diplomats and bring them 
to justice, a Saudi official said in remarks published Sunday. In an 
Interview in the Saudi-owned Asharq AJ Awsat newspaper, publfeihed 
fa London, the diplomatic editor of the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
referred to statements by organisations claiming to be behind the 
ftMft yfrg **if t faey people, who under false names took responsibility 
for the'killing of Saudi diplomats, are too cowardly to take off the 
they hide behind, then It is Saudi Arabia's right to have 
Lebanon... uncover the killers and present them to justice and 
execution.” said the editor. 


Moscow welcomes Kampuchean move 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet Union welcomed Saturday the 
announcement by Phnom Penh that Vietnamese troops would be 
withdrawn from Kampuchea by September if an end was negotiated to 
the 10-year guerrilla war. “The Soviet Union welcomes and fully 
supports the new important move of Kampuchea and Vietnam, which 
accords with the leading trend in the modern world development or 
solving regional conflicts politically,” a Soviet Forrign Ministry 
statement said. The statement said the announcement Friday by the 
Kampuchean Communist Party chief Heng Samnn, opens the 
possibility of eliminating the seat of regional tension this very year... 
such a chance must not be lost.” 


Bild: IRA behind Pan Am bombing 


HAMBURG (AP) — A newspaper has said the bomb that destined 
Pan Am Flight 103 was planted by an Irish Republican Army (DtA) 
members wS boarded the airplane m Frankfm^ _The Bamburg- 
based Bild Am Sonntag newspaper said Sunday British tnvestigatore 
“are convinced that an IRA terrorist brought the device oo board the 
plane.” The newspaper did not cite sources for its information and 
grano indication as to a possible motive the IRA had in the bombmg. 
A spokesman- for the British Department of Transport, which 3 . 1 . 
charge of the investigation into the Pan Am crash, Mid 
orthiug about the Bild report and said be believes it is conjecture. 


{ iMoscow upgrades status of Israeli mission* 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The Soviet Union decided to upgrade the status of 
hjflbe Israeli consular mission in Moscow and view it as “ , addr Jf?fj^ 
-dbfitical activities,” Israel’s foreign minster said Sumto J ■■ 

Arens spoke shortly after bearing about the dcC3S *^*^[ > ™ 1 “L So ^J 

counterpart Eduard 'Shevardnadze during a 

Sta Ms Saturday. Spewing to a l 

Israel army radio, Arens said Shevardnadze reiterated the Soviet 

appreciation of the Israeli rescue and medical a»d pronded^totbe 

Victims of the earthquake in Armenia in December, and Is-ael s 

handling of the last month’s plane hijacking affair. 





Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman, flanked by 
advisor Bassam Abu Sharif (right) and spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman, addresses a press conference in Amman Sunday (Photo by 
Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


Uprising leaders 


condemn killing 


QUBAYBAH, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Under¬ 
ground leaders of the Palestinian 
uprising Sunday condemned the 
killing of a West Bank village 
leader by masked youths as 
Palestinians staged a general 
strike and widespread clashes 
with the Israeli army. 

Hospital officials said troops 
shot and wounded at least 16 
protesters in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Sunday 
during a strike called to honour 
martyrs of the 13-pionth-oId re¬ 
volt, in which at least 357 Palesti¬ 
nians have died. 

Hospital officials said a 60- 
year-old Palestinian from the vil¬ 
lage of Kufr A1 Dik, near Tul¬ 
karm. died Saturday night of 
tear-gas inhalation after troops 
fired five canisters into his house. 

Israel began reconnecting in¬ 
ternational telephone and telex 
links td -the occupied, territories 
10 Months after cutting them in 
an unsuccessful bid to prevent the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) coordinating the up¬ 
rising from abroad. 

An Israeli official described the 
reconnection as a “gesture of 
goodwill’’ in response to requests 
by West Bank businessmen. 

Jewish settlers opened fire in 
three incidents in the West Bank 
towns of Qalqilya and Tulkarm 
after Palestinians stoned Israeli 
cars and a bus. 

In one incident at Tulkarm’s 
Nur A1 Shams refugee camp, 
settlers narrowly missed shooting 
Israeli soldiers on patrol, sources 
told Reuters. 

The car of a settler skidded and 
crashed after Palestinian protes¬ 
ters poured oil on the highway 
across the West Bank to disrupt 


Israeli traffic. 

In Qubaybah village north¬ 
west of Jerusalem, hundreds of 
villagers chanted “we will sacri¬ 
fice our blood and our souls for 
the martyr” as the body of the 
stabbing victim was carried to the 
grave. 

Neighbours said Mahmoud 
Abdullah Hamoudeh was attack¬ 
ed in the street after about 15 
Palestinians stoned his house on 
Friday night; 

The Israeli prosecutor for the 
Ramallah district said it was the 
result of a family dispute over 
water and roads. Police were 
holding seven suspects from 
another family in the village, two 
of whom had confessed to the 
killing. 

A leaflet signed by Jerusalem- 
area leaders of the uprising, and 
authenticated by several sources, 
declared: “Enemies of the 
Palestinian people have muiv 
dered one of their national fi¬ 
gures, Mahmoud Abdullah 
Hamoudeh. The unified lead¬ 
ership denounces this action.” 

Hospitals reported Israeli 
troops shot and wounded seven 
Palestinians in the Khan-Younis 
area of the Gaza Strip, three in 
the Jenin area, two in Tulkarm, 
two in refugee camps near Nablus 
and two in Beit Uromar near 
Hebron. 

In Jenin, Palestinians hurled 
petrol bombs to set fire to a Bank 
Leumi branch in the latest of a 
spate of attacks intended to drive 
Israeli banks out of the occupied 
territories. 

Meanwhile, a preliminary 
police report released Sunday in¬ 
dicated an Israeli taxi driver slain 


(Continued on page 2) 


Libya orders out 
Western Journalists 


ROME (Agencies) — Libya Sun¬ 
day ended a visit by scores of 
Western journalists who were 
taken on inspection tour 

of the factory at the centre of the 
U.S.-Libyan chemical arms row. 

About’ two-thirds of the 180 
journalists who arrived in Tripoli 
after U.S. navy jets fighters shot 
down two Libyan MjGs Wednes¬ 
day left on an Alitalia flight to 
Rome after officials made dear 
they were no longer welcome. 

The remainder were expected 
to leave Sunday night or early 
Monday. 

Repeated announcements over 
the public address system in Tri¬ 
poli’s A1 Kabir hotel Sunday told 
journalists to board coaches for 
the airport immediately after 
breakfast. 

Those who failed to answer the 
summons were telephoned repe¬ 
atedly in their rooms and urged to 
cooperate. 

Asked for an explanation, a 
Foreign Ministry- official told 
Reuters: “The journalists' prog¬ 
ramme is over. You must leave 
now. This is an ordeT.” 


ject and the Soviet Union cares 
abotit the subject, there is no 
doubt the questions (to Libya) 
will be pointed,” Shultz told re¬ 
porters at a news conference just 
before leaving Paris. 

Libya has. denied the U.S. 
claim and said the facility 96 
kilometres southwest of Tripoli is 
producing pharmaceuticals. 


'Fake photos' 


Soviet promise 


In Paris, Secretary of State 
George Shultz said Sunday he 
had won a promise from Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She¬ 
vardnadze to look into the U.S. 
allegations that Libya is develop¬ 
ing chemical weapons. 

Shultz outlined the U.S. case 
briefly and offered a description 
of the plant to Shevardnadze dur¬ 
ing a meeting held outside a 
150-nation conference on chemic¬ 
al weapons. 

Based-on this “general flow of 
evidence,” Shultz said, Shevard¬ 
nadze pledged the Soviets would 
make their own inquiry. 

‘‘Since he cares about the sub- 


Libya said Sunday that U.S. 
aerial photos showing the down¬ 
ing of two Libyan planes last 
week were ’fakes” that “any 
-small studio in Hollywood” could 
produce. 

In a statement, the Libyan 
embassy in Addis Ababa also 
called on international public 
opinion to pressure the United 
States “to stop its threats and 
aggressions. 1 ’ 

Repeatedly referring to the 
U.S. Defence Department as the 
“ministiy of war," the statement 
said videotapes produced by the 
department had been distorted. 

The blurred film shown to U.S. 
reporters and others showed the 
Libyan jets to be armed with 
what appeared to be air-to-air 
missiles, but the embassy insisted 
they were unarmed and on a 
routine reconnaissance mission. 

The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, Vernon Walters, 
showed the U.N. Security Coun¬ 
cil two enlarged'still photos taken 
from the videotape Friday. He - 
said the enlargements clearly 
showed the two MiG-23s were 
armed with missiles. 

The Libyan planes were shot 
down by twoTJ.S. navy F-14 jet 
fighters from the aircraft carrier 
John F. Kennedy over the 
Mediterranean Wednesday. The 
U.S. Defence Department .said 
the videotape was taken from the 
cockpit of one of the F-14s. 


Price: Jordan 100 Tils; Syria I pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


U.S. has ‘moral, political and historical’ obligations 


Arafat calls on Bush to 


pressure Israel for peace 


-By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 


AMMAN — Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat Sunday 
called on the incoming U.S. administration 
to fulfil its “moral, political and historical” 
obligations towards settling the Palestinian 
problem by exerting pressure on Israel. 


“We hope that the new admi¬ 
nistration (of U.S. President¬ 
elect George Bush) will use its 
influence to convince Israel (to 
make peace),” Arafat iold a press 
conference on the third day of his 
current trip to Amman, “ft is a 
moral, historical and political re¬ 
sponsibility of the U.S.” 

Arafat said the unlimited U.S. 
support for Israel had encouraged 
the Zionist state's leaders to take 
a rejectionist stand towards 
peace. “They have completely 
spoiled their "naughty baby.” He 
said, recalling that the late U.S. 
President Eisenhower had man¬ 
aged in 1956 to impose peace not 
only on Israel but on the then 
(former) superpowers Britain and 


France during the Suez crisis. 

The PLO chairman said a 
Camp David-style settlement of 
the Palestinian issue was out¬ 
dated. He chided Israeli leaders 
for living in “prehistoric” ages 
thinking that a solution circum¬ 
venting the Palestinian demand 
for an independent state could 
work. 

“I am not responsible for the 
sick dreams of (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Shamir and 
(Foreign Minister Moshe) 
Arens.” Arafat said. “They are 
talking in pre-20th century, pre¬ 
historic terms unrelated to this 
century's political develop¬ 
ments.” 

Arafat said Israel's leaders had 


to know, as polls indicate, that 54 
per cent of Israelis want peace 
and favour dialogue with the 
PLO. 

The PLO leader, who along 
with Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai Saturday inaugurated the 
Palestinian embassy in Amman, 
said his two rounds of talks with 
His Majesty King Hussein were 
“important, constructive, and 
positive" and conducted in a re¬ 
laxed atmosphere. 

The talks, he said, focused on 
resolutions adopted by the Pales¬ 
tine National Council in Algiers 
Nov. 15. the ongoing PLO-U.S. 
dialogue and the common Jorda¬ 
nian .Palestinian and Arab efforts 
towards peace in the Middle 
East. 

Arafat said the King also dis¬ 
cussed with him the importance 
of Arab solidarity and the ne¬ 
cessity of convening an Arab 
summit as soon as possible. 

He thanked Jordan for upgrad¬ 
ing the status of its mission in 
Amman to that of embassy. 

Replying to a'question on a 
possible truce in the Palestinian 
uprising suggested by Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij, Arafat said, 
“brother Elias Freij has retre¬ 


ated" on the proposal because 
“he realised the Israelis have no 
intention to take a step forward 
for peace in the Middle East.” 

Arafat said the bombing of a 
Pan American plane last month 
was aimed at undermining Mid¬ 
dle East peace efforts. But he 
stopped short of pinning blame 
on any specific party. 

‘We consider that the crime of 
bombing the Pan American 
(plane) is one of these efforts to 
abort the peace efforts." Arafat 
said. 

“I don’t have information that 
allows me to accuse anybody, 
because the thing is still under 
investigation.” he said. 

On other Issues. Arafat said: 

— Four consecutive sessions of 
the PNC had stressed that rhe 
future of relations between the 
Jordanian and Palestinian peo¬ 
ples should be based on a confed¬ 
eration and that the PLO was 
committed to the PNC decisions. 

— The PLO had found a “posi¬ 
tive response” from King Hussein 
on that issue, bur the two sides 
had not gone into the details of 
the subject. 


(Continued on page 2) 


Soviets stop chemical arms 
production, to destroy stocks 


PARIS (Agencies)—The Soviet 
Union has stopped producing 
chemical weapons and will start 
destroying its massive stock¬ 
piles this year, Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard A. Shevard¬ 
nadze announced Sunday. 

Addressing an international 
conference on chemical 
weapons, Shevardnadze said 
the Soviet Union was finishing 
construction of a chemical arms 
elimination facility that will go 
into operation this year. 

He said his country would not 
wait for an accord to be reached 
at the Geneva talks on chemical 
weapons before beginning to 
destroy its stockpile. 

“The Soviet Union will begin 
in 1989 the elimination of its 
chemical weapon stockpiles at a 
facility built for that purpose,” 
be said on the second day of the 
Paris gathering. 

“We shall begin doing that 
even before the conclusion of 
the (Geneva) convention,” he 
told scores or foreign ministers. 

Major powers want the meet¬ 
ing to accelerate work at the 


Geneva conference on disarma¬ 
ment where a global convention 
to outlaw the production, pos¬ 
session and use of poison gas is 
being negotiated by 40 coun¬ 
tries. 

Soviet officials say final 
agreement could be reached in 
1989 and Shevardnadze’s 
announcement was dearly part 
of Moscow’s drive to keep up 
Uie momentum of the entire 
disarmament process. 

“Just a few steps and ges¬ 
tures separate us from the con¬ 
clusion of a historic convention 
on banning and completely eli¬ 
minating chemical weapons,” 
Shevardnadze said. 

The Soviet Union says it has 
50,000 tonnes of chemical 
weapons,' all on its own terri¬ 
tory. The United States, the 
only other country to admit to 
having stocks, puts the Soviet 
arsenal at 300,000 tonnes. 

Secretary of Stole George 
Shultz, who leaves office with 
the Reagan administration Jan. 

. 20 , announced no significant 
shift in U.S. policy when be 


addressed the conference 
Saturday. 

But he strongly endorsed a 
proposal to give the United Na¬ 
tions wider powers to investigate 
suspected use of chemical 
• weapons and to punish offen¬ 
ders. 

A senior U.S. official in Paris 
denied his delegation was sur¬ 
prised by Shevardnadze's 
announcement and contended 
that Washington was way 
ahead of Moscow in plans to 
destroy chemical weapons 
safely. 

Shevardnadze said the deci¬ 
sion to start destroying stocks 
was an integral part of his 
country's perestroika reform 
programme. “Can we now re¬ 
fuse to apply the same degree of 
openness to the entire area of 
chemical weapons production 
which, just as pathological sec¬ 
retiveness, is part of the legacy 
of the past?,’’ he asked. 

Arab delegates at the confer¬ 
ence are warning the big pow¬ 
ers that chemical weapons, 
dubbed “the poor man’s atom 


bomb,” cannot be eradicated 
without parallel moves to end 
nuclear proliferation. 

Early signs of the Arab posi¬ 
tion came in a statement from 
the Arab League Saturday. 

"The 22 Arab (League) fore¬ 
ign ministers do not intend to 
dissociate chemical weapons 
from nuclear weapons,” it said. 

The ministers met late Satur¬ 
day to coordinate their position. 

A foretaste of the position 
likely to be stressed by minis¬ 
ters from Egypt, Morocco, 
Iraq, Algeria, Saudi Arabia 
and Oman was given by Tuni¬ 
sian Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hamid Al Sheikh. 

“We must recognise that 
there is a link between chemical 
arms and nuclear arms. and 
take effective action to elimin¬ 
ate these two scourges,” he 
said. 

“Israel, the world's sixth 
nuclear power, commands an 
arsenal of nuclear, conventional 
and chemical arms which 
allows it to pursue a policy of 
aggression.” 



Arabs demand chemical 


ban be linked to nuclear 


PARIS (AP) — Arab states de¬ 
manded Sunday that a chemical 
weapons ban be linked to nuclear 
disarmament — which some 
Arab delegates called essential 
because of Israel — at an interna¬ 
tional meeting here. 

Iraqi Vice-Premier Tareq Aziz, 
addressing about 80 foreign 
ministers among the delegations, 
accused Israel of keeping “nuc¬ 
lear weapons as well as chemical 
weapons and missiles that can 
reach many Arab cities including 
cities in Iraq." 

Israel, he said, poses “a serious 
threat to the security of Arab 
states.” 

“Iraq believes that any call for 
a comprehensive ban on chemical 
weapons must be coupled with a 
parallel and similar call for a 


comprehensive ban on nuclear 
weapons,” Aziz said. 

Foreign Minister Ahmed 
Esmat Abdul Meguid of Egypt 
drew a link between banning che¬ 
mical and nuclear weapons, the 
Arab League's position. 

Arab League delegates met at 
a dinner Friday' to discuss 
strategy. 

Without singling out Israel, 
Abdul Meguid said: 

•“The problem of proliferation 
and elimination of chemical 
weapons... should be treated 
jointly with other aims of massive 
destruction, notably nuclear 
weapons.” 

“It would not be logical for the 
international community to per¬ 
mit a few countries in one of the 


•world’s most sensitive regions to 
have the nuclear option without 
the least international control, 
while this same community de¬ 
mands a total ban on chemical 
weapons,” Abdul Meguid said. 

On Saturday, Tunisian Foreign 
Minister Abdel Hamid Al Sheikh 
attacked Israel by name. 

Other Third World states also 
have shown sympathy for tying all 
arms talks together. But, there 
was wide support for effective 
language to spur negotiators in 
^.Geneva seeking to outlaw the 
manufacture and stockpiling of 
chemical weapons. 

"We want to see the end of this 
sort of weapon, and it can be 
done,” said K.P.S. Menon, a 
senior Indian delegate. “Where 
there is political will, there is’a 
way." 

Libya, a tacit backdrop to the 
conference, was not named in 
two days of speeches. But Libyan 
Foreign Minuter Jadallah Azouz 
Ettalhi was scheduled to speak 
Monday, as was Israeli Foreign 
Minister Moshe Arens. 


Thousands pay last 
respects to Hirohtto 


Algerian Foreign Minister 
Boualem Bessaih made what was 
believed to be the first attack on 
the United States during the con¬ 
ference over American charges 
that Libya is building a chemical 
weapons plant near Tripoli. 

“Threats without any basis 
have been made against Libya. 
Algeria has considered and still 
considers these threats unaccept¬ 
able,” he said. 


TOKYO (AP) — Hundreds of 
thousands of people streamed to 
the Imperial Palace in a drizzling 
rain Sunday to pay respects to 
Emperor Hirohito as the govern¬ 
ment announced funeral plans for 
the late monarch. 

Palace officials said 438,376 
people braved Tokyo's first rain¬ 
fall in 40 days to pray and sign 
condolence registries at the 
palace. Police said the registries 
had to be kept open an extra 216 
hours in the evening because of 
the large crowds. 

Hirohito, 87. died Saturday of 
intestinal cancer after a 62-year 
reign that spanned Japan’s des¬ 
cent into militarism, defeat in 
World War II and Its astonishing 
recovery into an economic super¬ 
power. 

Palace doctors said Hirohito 
died without being told he had 
cancer. In a statement following 
the emperor's death, chief physi¬ 
cian Akira Takagi said doctors 
knew he had cancer in his upper 
intestinal area in September 
1987, but “for various reasons" 
did not announce it. It is custom¬ 
ary in Japan not to tell cancer 
victims they have the disease. 

Sunday officially marked the 
first day of the new Japanese era, 
named Heisei, or “achieving 
peace.” Under Japanese law, 
each emperor’s reign is given a 
name which is used in dates in¬ 
stead of the more common inter¬ 
national system. 

Thus, in one of the first visible 


signs of the new era, Sunday's 
newspapers bore the date Jan. 8, 
Heisei Gannen — the first year of 
Heisei. 

Hirohito's body wrapped in a 
white doth, was placed in a coffin 
Sunday in Fukiage Palace, his 
home in the Imperial Palace 
grounds in central Tokyo. His 
body will be moved to two other 
locations on the palace grounds 
for special rites during the weeks 
before the state funeral. 

The cabinet Sunday scheduled 
Hirohito's funeral for Feb. 24. 
Prime Mininister Noboru 
Takeshita was selected as chair¬ 
man of a special committee to 
oversee preparations for the 
funeral, Keizo Obuchi. chief gov¬ 
ernment spokesman, told a press 
conference. ■ 

Some opposition groups have 
warned that government spon¬ 
sorship of funeral ceremonies, 
dosely linked to the Shinto reli¬ 
gion, could violate the constitu¬ 
tional separation of religion and 
state. 

Hirohito is the first emperor to 
die under Japan's post-war con¬ 
stitution. Until he renounced his 
divinity after World War II, 
emperors were considered living 
Shinto gods. 

More than 60 funeral and tran¬ 
sition rites, some simple and 
some complex, are expected in 
the coming months. The corona¬ 
tion of new emperor Akihito, 


(Continued on page 2 ) 














HizboIIah gains ground 
in S. Lebanon fighting 


SIDON (AP) — Fighters of HizboIIah (Party of 
God) wrested five key villages from the Amal militia 
in a dawn offensive in South Lebanon Sunday. 


At least four combi Lants were 
killed and 50 people were wound¬ 
ed in house to house fighting in 
the villages of Kfar Hatca, Kfar 
McJki. Kfar Beir. Kfar Filla and 
Jbaa in the Iqlim AI Tufah. police 
reported. 

This raises to 37 dead and 144 
wounded the overall casualties 
since New Year's eve when the 
fresh outbreak of fighting between 
the HizboIIah and Amal erupted 
in Beirut and South Lebanon. 

Mohammad Hammoud. Ant¬ 
al's rop commander in Iqlim AI 
Tufah, and his brother Ahmad, 
were among those killed Sunday. 
Police said they died in their beds 
when the Hammoud residence in 
Kfar Melki was attacked with 
grenades. 

Six rescuers — three from 
Lebanon's Red Cross and three 
from the civil defence department 
— plus a policeman were wound¬ 
ed by crossfire. 

Hospitals sources in Sidon. the 
provincial capital of South Leba¬ 
non. said they believed the 
casualty toll was higher than the 
police figures. 

■‘Emergency wards in three 
Sidon hospitals and two others in 
nearby towns are overflowing 
with casualties." said a hospital 
spokesman in Sidon. who re¬ 
quested anonymity. “YVe are 
sending serious cases to Beirut." 
he added. 

Police said the attack was 
mounted by hundreds of masked 
Hizbollahis who captured the five 


villages within four hours after 
the dawn attack. 

The five villages stretch along 
10 kilometres of the main road 
through the province from Sidon. 
Their seizure has given HizboIIah 
a stranglehold on the province 
that stretches from Sidon's south¬ 
eastern outskirts to the northern 
fringe of Israel's self-proclaimed 
“security zone' 1 in South Leba¬ 
non. said a police spokesman. 

The way is now open for them 
to attack the market town of 
Nabatiyeh. the biggest urban cen¬ 
tre held by Amal just north of the 
‘‘security zone.” added the 
spokesman. 

“if Nabatiyeh falls to HizboI¬ 
Iah. the ftmdamentalists will be in 
control of most of South Leba¬ 
non's inland territory,” he added. 

“They will be able to link the 
south to ‘heir main stronghold in 
cast Lebanon's Bekaa Valley and 
trap Amal fighters along the 
Mediterranean coast with their 
backs to the sea.” the spokesman 
said. 

Amal said in a statement that 
HizboIIah has brought in hun¬ 
dreds of fighters From the Bekaa 
to stage Sunday's attack. It added 
that Amal reinforcements were 
sent from the southern port of 
Tyre to mount a counter-attack. 

The two factions have long 
been vying for control of the one 
million Shi'ites who make'up the 
largest single sect among Leba¬ 
non's four million inhabitants. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 


nisation (PLO) offered to deploy 
its fighters to separate the war¬ 
ring groups. 

■file PLO, which maintains ties 
with HizboIIah.- concluded a 
peace pact with Amal last month 
to end their years of warfare for 
control of Palestinian refugee 
camps in Beirut and South 
Lebanon. 

“PLO forces are ready to de¬ 
ploy to stop the current blood¬ 
shed,” said the PLO representa¬ 
tive in Sidon. Zaid Wahbeh.- 

“I appeal to brethren in Amal 
and HizboIIah to respond to this 
initiative, especially since the 
Israeli enemy is preparing a large- 
scale aggression on South Leba¬ 
non.” Wahbeh added. 

There was no response from 
either side to his plea. 

' Sunday's assault marked a ma¬ 
jor HizboIIah comeback since 
Amal evicted the fundamentalists 
from South Lebanon in a four- 
day crackdown last April, in 
fierce fighting that left 62 dead 
and 150 wounded. 

HizboIIah retaliated in May. 
driving Amal out of most of 
Beirut's Shi'ite-populated south¬ 
ern slums in a three-week blood¬ 
bath in which 286 people were 
killed and nearly 1.000 wounded. 

Syria sent 4,500 troops into the 
slums to stop the fighting on May 
21. 1988. 

But Amal and HizboIIah 
clashed again in November in six 
days of street battles in the slums, 
as well as in residential districts of 
west Beirut that left 40 people 
dead and 87 wounded. 

The current round of fighting 
broke out in Beirut's southern 
shims Dec. 31 and spread to 
South Lebanon a day later. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

Arafat urges Bush to pressure Israel 



Yasser Arafat 


(Continued from page 11 

— The creation of a Palestinian 
provisional government was still 
under study by the PLO Execu¬ 
tive Committee and the commit¬ 
tee was assuming the responsibil¬ 
ity of such a government until one 
is formed. 

The provisional government 
will be made up of Palestinian, 
personalities inside and outside 
the occupied territories in addi¬ 
tion to some Palestinian persona¬ 
lities in Lebanon. 

— The PLO has received a re¬ 
quest from Neiouri Carta, an 
orthodox Jewish sect whose 
members believe the creation of t 
the state of Israel is a violation of 


Last respects to Hirohito 


(Continued from page ]) 

Hirohito's son. will be delayed 
until the end of a one-ycar 
mourning period, although he 
automatically became emperor 
the moment Hirohito died. 

On Monday, in one of his first 
acts as emperor, Akihito is to 
conduct the “sokuigo-choken-no- 
gi,” his first official audience with 
representatives of the three bran¬ 
ches of government and other 
promincm citizens. 

Suicides 

A second devotee of Hirohito 
has hanged himself, saying he 
wanted to follow his monarch 
into the afterlife, police said 


Sunday. 

They said 76-year-old former 
navy midshipman Yoshichi Teru- 
numu hanged himself from a tree 
in a forest near Katsuta City 
north of Tokyo Saturday, soon 
after Hirohito's death was 
announced. 

He left a note in h>s pocket 
which said: “Pardon me for 
accompanying (you) as a soldier, 
a trusted retainer of the great 
marshal, the emperor.” 

On Saturday, a war veteran, at 
R7 the same age as Hirohito, 
hanged himself in the southern 
prefecture of Wakayama and left 
a suicide note saying: “I will 
follow His Majesty on his death.” 


Uprising leaders condemn killing 


(Continued from page 1) 

last Thursday in the West Bank 
was killed by Palestinian 
nationalists. Israel Radio said. 
His death raises to 15 the number 
of Israelis killed in the uprising. 

Shmuel Edri. 42, was shot 
twice in the chest near the Jewish 
settlement of Yakir, 40 
kilometres north of Jerusalem. 
Police found footprints of two 
people leading from the car to the 
village of Bani Hassan. the radio 
said. 

The armv ordered five Gaza 


refugee camps placed under cur¬ 
few because of Sunday's strike , 
confining at least 150,000 Palesti¬ 
nians to their homes indefinitely. 
The strike and curfews kept tens 
of thousands of Palestinians from 
going to jobs in Israel. 

The strike, which stopped pub¬ 
lic transportation and closed all 
businesses and schools, was cal¬ 
led by the Unified National Lead¬ 
ership of the Uprising. 

Hamas, the Islamic fun¬ 
damentalist organisation, has cal¬ 
led a strike for Monday. 


Arab newspapers accuse U.S. of hypocrisy 


NICOSIA (R) — Arab news¬ 
papers Sunday accused the (Jo¬ 
lted States of hypocrisy for 
criticising Libya over chemical 
weapons while it and its allies 
possessed their own. 

“To pul Libya in the spoit- 
light...while Israel owns not 
oofy gas factories but also reac¬ 
tors producing nuclear bombs 
b wrong (and) is blatant bias 
which damages (America's) 
credibility/* said Qatar's 
weekly Akhbar Al Usbou' 
magazine. 

Israel does not acknowledge 
haring either chemical or nuc¬ 
lear arms but says it would not 
be the first to introduce them 


into the Middle East. 

“We...do not belittle the 
danger of chemical, nuclear or 
other weapons and realise the 
threat their possession entails, 
but this does not need to blind 
us to the other side of the 
issue,” the Qatari magazine 
said. 

‘ Saudi Arabia’s Al Riyadh 
newspaper praised an interna¬ 
tional conference in Paris called 
to try to enforce a 'ban on the 
use of chemical weapons. 

“But these products cannot 
be controlled as long as the 
strongest nations are not bound 
by compulsory laws,” it said. 

The United States says Libya 


is building a chemical weapons 
plant and has not ruled out 
military action against it. Libya 
says the plant will make only 
medicines. 

The Kuwaiti daily Al Rai Al 
Aam said it hoped the interna¬ 
tional community would agree 
in principle to destroy chemical 
weapons, not merely ban their 
use. 

“It is not acceptable that the 
United States threaten... (Li¬ 
byan leader; Colonel (Muam- 
tnar) Qadhafi and make the 
security and sovereignty of an 
independent Arab state a milit¬ 
ary target while it deals with a 
silk glove with its (own) chemic- 





F-14 Tomcat fighters 


TURKEY 


ALGERIA 


250 miles 


LIBYA 


Tobruk Yei 
Al, 
Bumbatr 


EGYPT 


Libyans take journalists on 
drive-through trip to Rabta 


Jewish laws, to have their own 
representative in the Palestinian 
government. 

“I am sympathetic to this sub¬ 
ject. but the decision will have to 
be a collective one.” 

— The PLO has information that 
Israel had drawn up a “war sce¬ 
nario" targetted against Palesti¬ 
nian presence in Tyre and Sidon 
in South Lebanon. '• 

Arafat voiced satisfaction over 
an agreement reached between 
the PLO and the Amal militia in 
South Lebanon and called Amal 
and its rival HizboIIah to settle 
their differences quickly. He 
offered the PLO's good offices 
towards that end. “I call on Amal 
and HizboIIah to resolve, their 
differences so that all of us can 
confront the coming Israeli 
aggression,” he said. “We in the 
PLO are ready to provide any 
help in ending the conflict be¬ 
tween Amal and HizboIIah.” 

Arafat left Amman later Sun¬ 
day. He was seen off Prime 
Minister Rifai, cabinet members 
and senior Jordanian and PLO 
officials. 

Palestinian sources said Arafat 
had received an official invitation 
from Cypriot President George 
Vassiliou to pay a state visit to 
Cyprus, which has extended full 
recognition to the newly proc¬ 
laimed Palestinian state. The 
sources said Arafat accepted the 
invitation and the visit would be 
made on a date to be derided 
later. 

Kuwait announced Sunday it is 
upgrading the PLO office and will 
donate land and a building for an 
embassy of the State of Palestine, 
the AP reported. 

The acting minister of state for 
cabinet affairs, Nasser Al 
Roudan, said the plot and con¬ 
struction costs would be “a gift 
from the people of Kuwait to the 
brother people of Palestine on 
the occasion of the establishment 
of their state.” 

Arafat already has hoisted the 
Palestinian flag over the embas¬ 
sies in Algeria. Saudi Arabia and 
Amman, and laid foundation 
stones for new premises to go up 
in Baghdad and Abu Dhabi. 


RABTA, Libya (Agencies) — 
Libya has taken foreign journal¬ 
ists on tour of a plant the U.S. 
government claims is preparing to 
produce chemical weapons, but 
the drive-through visit took place 
on a moonless night in a non-stop 
bus. 

Thousands of civilians, includ¬ 
ing women and children, were 
camped near the plant Saturday 
night to protea it from a U.S. 
attack. Libyan officials said. 

Soldiers,* tanks and surface-to- 
air missiles guarded the site 96 
kilometres southwest of the capit¬ 
al of Tripoli. Children in the 
village of Rabta shook their fists 
and chanted anti-U.S. slogans at 
Western television cameras. 

The mysterious factory has 
been at the centre of a conflict 
between Libya and Washington 
that has threatened to escalate 
into military action. Fears of a 
U.S. attack were heightened 
Wednesday when U.S. warplanes 
shot down two Libyan fighters 
over the Mediterranean about 
110 kilometres off Libya. 

The government had promised 
the three busloads of reporters a 
tour of “Pharma 150,” which it 
says will make medicine when the 
plant is completed. 


However, officials refused to 
allow journalists out of the buses 
and into the building and did not 
drive close to the buildings until 
after nightfall Saturday. The 
buses came about 20 metres from 
the unlit plant buildings and did 
not stop. 

A short distance away, a radar 
station operated high atop a bar¬ 
ren ridge overlooking the high¬ 
way and two surface-to-air missile 
sites. 

SOme tanks and an encamp¬ 
ment of soldiers could be seen 
nearby. 

One unidentified Libyan offi¬ 
cial said the radar, soldiers and 
air defence batteries were put in 
place after U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan said last month that the 
United States was considering 
military aaion to destroy the 
plant. 

AJi Ibrahim, the man identified 
as manager of the factory. S3id it 
was a pharmaceutical plant and 
said no foreign contractors were 
involved. The Reagan adminis¬ 
tration has alleged th3t a West 
German company and other fore¬ 
ign firms helped build the com¬ 
plex. West Germany has denied 
the allegations. 

One Libyan official said fore¬ 


igners could not have an inside 
tour because well-known com¬ 
panies had been involved in the 
factory's construction and the 
firms did not want to be subject 
to sanctions. 

The visit to the plant appeared 
designed to give reporters a 
chance to see the crowds that 
Libyan officials said were 
gathered along the road to pro¬ 
tect the factory. 

In a lamp-lit tent some 400 
metres- from the main buildings, 
people were sitting on the floor, 
chanting and waving their clen¬ 
ched fists. 

One secondary school student 
said he had come with 150 class¬ 
mates in buses to Rabta. 

Chemistry teacher Taher Man- 
sour said he came to Rabta most 
nights. “Why doesn't the United 
States want us to develop? Why 
do they pick on us?” he said* 

A large number of cars and 
vans were parked along the road, 
along with at least a dozen empty 
buses. 

‘‘We’re standing up to 
Reagan's call to attack,” said 
Ahmir Mohammad, an agricul¬ 
ture ministry employee from Tri¬ 
poli, who said he was staying in 
the camp. 


Arens presses campaign 
against U.S.-PLO dialogue 


PARIS (Agencies) —The Israeli 
government told U.S. officials 
Sunday that the “substantive dia¬ 
logue" the United States is con¬ 
ducting with the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO) is likely 
to encourage “violence.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens, at a breakfast meeting in 
Paris with U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz, registered his 
country's disapproval of the sharp 
shift in U.S. policy towards PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and the 
organisation. 

“Israel feels that contacts with 
the PLO, granting any kind of 
legitimacy to the PLO, cannot 
possibly further the peace pro¬ 
cess.” Arens told reporters after¬ 
ward. “If anything, it will encour¬ 
age further acts of terrorism and 


violence.” 

It was the first high-level U.S.- 
Israeli meeting since the U.S. 
derision to open talks with the 
PLO. It also was Arens' first 
meeting with U.S. officials since 
he was appointed foreign minister 
of Israel’s new coalition govern¬ 
ment. 

He and Shultz are attending a 
conference in Paris aimed at ban¬ 
ning the use of chemical 
weapons. 

Shultz approved the U.S. deri¬ 
sion to end a 13-year ban on 
formal talks with the PLO after 
Arafat issued a statement — sug¬ 
gested by the U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment — saying he renounced 
terrorism and recognised Israel's 
right to exist. 

Since then. U.S. diplomats 



Moshe Arens 

have held two meetings with the 
PLO and accepted Arafat's offer 
of help in finding those responsi¬ 
ble for the sabotage of a Pan Am 
jetliner that blew up over Scot¬ 
land Dec. 21. killing 270 people. 


al factories and those of its 
European allies,” the paper 
said. 

“The Paris conference on 
chemical weapons must be 
turned into a trial of those who 
would make themselves guar¬ 
dians of small nations and act 
in a way showing foolishness 
and superiority.” 

Qatar's English-language 
daily Gulf Times called for a 
ban on production of chemical 
weapons in all countries and for 
an international monitoring 
system to enforce it. 

“Pulling the danger up by 
the roots isn't accomplished by 
military' strikes or by prevent¬ 


ing one or several countries in 
particular from owing the 
weapons,” it said; 

In the United Arab Emirates, 
Dubai's Al Bayan newspaper 
said tile United States had the 
loudest voice at the conference. 

“No one defends terrorism... 
<but) America escapes from the 
charge of practising official ter¬ 
ror against an entire country,” 
Al Bayan said. 

Abu Dhabi’s Al Fqjr news¬ 
paper said: “The United States 
manufactured the problem of 
the Libyan medicines factory as 
part of a wide campaign to 
accuse the Arabs of ter¬ 
rorism.” 


U.s.-Libya row casts 
cloud on Tunis talks 


BEIRUT (R) — Arab League 
ministers meeting in Tunis this 
week to find solutions to the 
Lebanese crisis are unlikely to 
make progress, political sources 
said Sunday. . . 

“The meeting of foreign minis¬ 
ters in Tunis is bound to be taken 
up more with the Libyan incident 
than Lebanon's troubles,” said 
one source in west Beirut 

Arab countries have bitterly 
criticised the United States for 
shooting down two Libyan MiGs 
four day's ago in what Tripoli said 
was a prelude to a full-scale 
attack. Washington said its pilots 
acted in self-defence. 

“We doubt the meeting will 
contribute to solving the crisis.” 
said a Lebanese politician. “Re¬ 
gional struggles will torpedo any 
chances of Arab League help to 
end the problem.” 

Lebanon has two governments 
— a military administration 
headed by army commander 
Michel Aoun and a civilian 
cabinet. 


Lebanon's rival administra¬ 
tions have each sent messages to 
the Arab League, each adopting 
a very different approach to the 
country's awesome problems. . •-» 

Lebanon’s ambassador to the ! 
Arab League, Suleiman Farah, | 
will represent his country at 
Wednesday's talks. 

Official sources said Aoun had 
asked Farah to return to Lebanon 
for consultations ahead of the 
meeting, but Farah had told 
Beirut he was ill and uoable to 
travel. 

Political sources said Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn. 
Abdul Aziz held talks in Damas¬ 
cus last week in an attempt to 
persuade Syria to help forge an 
Arab consensus on Lebanon. 

“It is not yet clear whether any 
agreement was reached”’ said a 
source. vj 

Syria has about 25,000 troops ' I 
in Lebanon. Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad visited Saudi 
Arabia last mouth. 


Arab summit to discuss 
Egypt’s return to league 


ABU DHABI (R) — Arab lead¬ 
ers will consider readmitting 
Egypt to the Arab League at a 
summit in Saudi Arabia, a league 
official was reported Sunday as 
saying. 

Al Ittihad newspaper quoted 
Assistant' Secretary-General 
Adnan Omran as saying: 
“Egypt's return to the Arab 
League is an important issue on 
the summit agenda because it is 
part of efforts to restore Arab 
solidarity.” 

' The summit would be held 
soon but no date has been fixed, 
Omran said in an interview at the- 
league's headquarters in Tunis. 

Egypt was suspended from the 
Arab League in 1979 after its 
treaty with Israel and most Arab 
states broke relations. All except 
Syria, Libya and Lebanon have 
since restored them. 

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 


Ibn Abdul Aziz Saturday discus¬ 
sed possible readmission of Egypt 
to the league with Syrian officials 
in Damascus. 

Security of Arab states and 
endorsement of a new Arab 
League charter would also be 
discussed at the summit, Al ltd- 
had quoted Omran as saying. The 
chatter would be a “turning point 
in the league’s actions,” he said 
without elaborating. 

Omran also urged Arab states 
to enforce a joint defence charter 
to defend Libya from the United 
States after UlS. planes last week 
shot down two Libyan jets over 
the Mediterranean. 

“It is time that we shake the 
dust from the defence charter and 
pool all our potential to respond 
to an American aggression 
against Libya," he said. Most 
Arab states have condemned the 
U.S. action. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

'France to self planes to Libya’ 

LONDON (AP) — A U.S. official has said France is negotiating a 
secret deal to sell jet fighters to Libya, the Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper reported Sunday. The respected weekly said the senior 
official, whom the report did not name, said information of the 
deal to sell Mirage jet fighters was compiled with the help of 
European intelligence agencies. He did not name the intelligence 
agencies but described the information as “hard,” the newspaper 
said. 

3 Israelis beat up, kidnap Arab 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Police arrested three 
Israelis who kidnapped and beat up a Palestinian Saturday 
because they objected to his romance with a Jewish woman, the 
Itim news agency said. The assailants, two men and a woman, 
burst into the couple's apartment in a Tel Aviv suburb Saturday 
morning and started beating the Palestinian mao, Itim said. The 
Jewish woman who was romantically involved with the Arab was 
a relative of the attackers, the news agency said. Itim did not name 
any of the parries in the incident.' Shortly after the assailants 
broke in, the young woman escaped and managed to alert a 
policeman, who gave chase after the assailants' car,- T rim said. 
When the policeman caught up with the retreating vehicle, be 
found the Palestinian man, aged 29, trapped in the trunk. Police 
took the bearing victim to hospital in Tel Aviv, 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: rr.WI to 

PROGRAMME ONE 

IJJ®. Koran 

15:40.Programme review 

15:45.Children s programme 

18.-OQ . New, summary in Arabic 

tfcOS . World New* 

18:2® .Arabic senes 

1®:1$ .Local programme 

1W0.Programme review 

20:00 . News ui Arabic 

3W®. Arabic series 

21J5 .Programme renew 

21:45 . Monday Forum 

44:4®..Variety 4 bow 

43:M .Newt summary in Arabic 

25:1® .Variety show (contil } 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17JO .Lc Monde est A Vpus 

Ws®® . News m French 

IfclS .Weekly Sport magazine 

1 .News in Hebrew 

1*:45 .Varieties 

.New* m Arabic 


20:30 . Alio Ado 

21:00 . So you want stop smolong 

41:1® - .Jack and Mike 

22:00 .News in English 

22:20.Jewel in the Crown 

PRAYER TIMES 

. Fair 

W-C. fSuarue) Duba 

11*02 .Dbutv 

1*2*. AST 

*{42.Maghreb 

1*14. *1 stu 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies or Cod Church, Tel. 
,6327*5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624500. 
Church of (be Annunciation Tel 
637440. 

0e b Stfe Church TeL 661757 
Tcmunti Chureh Tel: (£2366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcua Church TcJ. {*25383, Id. 
628543. 


Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Chinch Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
8)1205. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jon Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints TeL 815817. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

The country is cnnentlv affected by 
a depression, centred south of Turkey. 
So clouds at low altitudes increase 
gradually In (he evening, and (here will 
be rainfall in the northern and central 
regions extending graduoDy to other 
regions. A gradual drop in tempera¬ 
ture is expected. Winds will be south¬ 
westerly. freshening at times. 


In Aqaba, there will be a chance for 
scattered showers. Winds will be 
northerly moderate, becoming south¬ 
erly fresh and seas wavy. 

Min .Anax. icmp, 

Amman. 2/7 

Aqaba..... 5/16 

Desens . 2/10 

Jordan Valley... 6 /15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 9. Aqaba 16. Humidity readings: 
Amman 66 per cent, Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Waked Al Masri.675485 

Dr. Issam Hawamdeh.624830 

Dr. Abdul Rabin Ahmed.744685. 

Dr. Abdul OadcrAILala.896046 

Firm pharmacy.661912 


Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 

Al Salam pharmacy..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmcbam pharmacy.637660: 

KM* 

Dr. Lawrence Badr .242338 

Al Shanta' pharmacy.985238 

ZARQA- 

Dr. AzzamAJMufi...(—■) 

Khalifeh pharmacy.985417 

emergencies 

Civil Defence Directorate.661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police.192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 198.891228 

Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Police.W3402 

Traffic Police.639141 

Public Security Directorate 
.656000 / 685111 


Hotel Complaints.605800 

Price Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Com plaints...897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.'.. 7871)1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) .. 12 

Overseas Calls. [7 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.623101 

AbdatiTelephone Repairs ... .601101 

Jordan Television ..773])] 

Radio Jordan. 774111 

‘Water Authority.680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company. 648411.636381 

RJ Flight Information.OS-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport.OS-52UOO 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khalrdi Maternity.J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkilehMaternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani . 664171/4 

Shmctsani Hospital.669131 

Uptanty Hospital.845845’ 

Al-Muashcr Hospital . 667227/9 

^, I *^“ c -AWali.666127/37 

Al-Ahlt. Abdah .664164/6 

A? i ^ n, L '^ 1 '^ uhajreen . 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. J. Ashrafich.775111/26 

Army. Marka . 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital. 602240/50 

iSSySV* .674155 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital. 1091983373 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

gn Sma HospnaJ .(09/986732 

KWH®Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Hospital. (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

prices 

Upper/lowet price fa _ r j. 


Apple.. 450 / 380 

. "Banana .. 350 / 300 

Banana (Mnkammar). 300 / 250 

Beans. 430/3S0 

Broad beans. 750 / 650 

Cabbage .. 120/ 80 

Carrots. 240/ 180 

Cauliflower __ 200/160 

Cucumbers . 400 / 350 

Dates.500 / 400 

Eggplant (large). 100 / 60 

Eggplant (small). 170/120 

Gariic. 300 / 200 

Grapefruit. 160/120 

Lemon..... 200/150 

Marrow ftarge) .. 150/106 

Marrow(smau). 250 / 200 

Orange (French) .. 340/280 

Orange (Shammoini) i.. 320/260 

Orange (local).. 190/140 

Onion (dry)__ 200 /160 

Pepper (hot)... 280 / 220 

Pepper (sweet). 280/220 

Pbtato.:. 240 / 200 

Spinach... 120 / 80 

Mandarin .. 210/160' 

Tomatoes... 300 / 2^0 
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Rifai visits embassy, 
condoles Japanese envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday called 
at the Japanese embassy here and 
presented his condolences and 
that of the Jordanian government 
to Ambassador Makoto Wata- 
nabe on the death of Emperor 
Hirohito - . 

Rifai expressed his deep grief 
over the loss of the great leader 
who. he said, stood out as a 
symbol for Japan's modern 
prosperity and gTeat achieve¬ 
ments. 

He said that the late emperor 
had played a key role in bolster¬ 
ing Jordanian-Japanese ties. 

The prime minister later signed 
a register for condolences opened 
by the embassy on this occasion. 


The Royal Court Saturday ex¬ 
pressed deep grief and sadness 
over the death of the emperor 
and announced a three-day 
mourning period. 

His Majesty King Hussein sent 
a cable of condolence to Japan’s 
new Emperor Akihito in which 
he expressed his sadness at the 
loss of the late emperor. 

Chief of the Royal Court Field 
Marsha! Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
and His Majesty King Hussein’s 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 
Odeh also visited the Japanese 
embassy Sunday afternoon and 
presented their condolences on 
the death of the late emperor and 
signed the condolences register. 


Ministry completes 
study on poverty 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Social Development 
has completed a comprehensive 
study on pockets of poverty in 
Jordan, and it will publish and 
distribute copies of the study to 
all concerned private and public 
organisations by the end of the 
coming month, according to an 
announcement here Sunday. 

The announcement said’ that 
the study was attached to a report 
by a technical committee which 
conducted surveys extensively in 
different parts of the country to 
help define the line of poverty 
and the basic needs for indi¬ 
viduals and families. 

The ministry, the announce¬ 
ment said, will now translate 
these needs into financial figures 
with the help of a World Health 
Organisation (WHO) report on 
nutrition and basic needs of fami¬ 
lies in Jordan, as well as views of 
organisations that provide assist¬ 
ance to the needy. 

In June 1987, the ministry 
announced that JD 70,000 were 
allocated for the comprehensive 


study on poverty in the Kingdom, 
and that teams of specialists from 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) and a number 
of organisations were involved in 
the study. 

In 1982, the Jordan Times pub¬ 
lished a study by Dr. Jarir Da- 
jani. a professor of infrastructure 
in planning and management at 
Standford University in Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Dajani served for one year as 
lecturer at the University of Jor¬ 
dan and Yarmouk University 
during which he issued the study 
which revealed chat 30 per cent of 
the population lived below the 
relative poverty line. 

The study indicated that the 
poorest 30 per cent of the 
population earned 11.5 per cent 
of the total income earned in the 
country and that one fifth of all 
income was earned by the richest 
6.2 per cent of the population. 

The study also showed that 
those classified as living under the 
poverty line earned less than JD 
100 a month. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


CROWN PRINCE CONDOLES: His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Sunday delegated his special advisor to convey his 
condolences to the Khashman family over the death of the late Rajab 
A1 Khashman. (Petra) 

PEOPLE’S ARMY: The third batch of People's Army recruits in 
Karak Govemorate was graduated Sunday at a celebration held at 
the Hazza'a A1 Majali Hall in Karak. At the end of the celebration, 
the People’s Army commander presented prizes to the excelling 
graduates. (Petra) 

COMBATTING LOCUSTS: Zarqa Governor Eid A1 Qatameh 
Sunday discussed with officials from the various departments in the 
govemorate means of combatting locusts and drawing up a compre¬ 
hensive plan for various parts of the region. It was also decided at the 
meeting, which was attended by heads of municipal councils and 
departments, that special training courses on fighting locusts be held 
in the govemorate. (Petra) 

KUWAITI STUDENT DELEGATION: A Kuwaiti student delega¬ 
tion Sunday called at the Ministry of Higher Education where they 
were briefed by ministry Secretary General Ahmad Bashaireh on the 
ministry’s establishment and activities. The delegation, currently on a 
visit to Jordan in response to an invitation by the Higher Education 
Ministry, also visited the University of Jordan. (Petra) 

TRAINING IN AGRICULTURAL SKILLS: A week-long train¬ 
ing course on basic agricultural skills, organised by Madaba 
Agriculture Department in cooperation with the Regional Centre for 
Agricultural Research and Transfer of Technology and Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund (QAF). was held Sunday at the Madaba 
Social Services Centre. Taking pan in the course are 20 girls, who 
will hear lectures on preparation of agricultural projects and 
organising gardens, inoculation of trees and poultry rearing. (Petra) 

BUDGET PLANNING COURSE: A three-day training course on 
budget planning, implementation and designing of projects staned 
Sunday at Mu’ta University. Attending the course are 88 trainees 
from the municipal and village councils in Karak Govemorate. 
(Petra) 

ART EXHIBITION: Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Raouf A1 
Rawabdeh Sunday inaugurated at the Housing Bank Complex, the 
10-day plastic art exhibition of the Jordanian artists Mohammad 
Jamal, Nibal Saleh and Samar A1 Sabi’. (Petra) 

POTASH EXPORTS TO INDONESIA: Arab Potash Company 
Director General AJi A1 Nsour Saturday received Indonesian 
Ambassador in Amman Dr. Sumaryo Suryokusuno. During the 
meeting, they discussed increasing the size of potash exports to 
Indonesia. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

rime and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gallery. 

* The Iraq! Cultural Week which includes an exhibition by the 
Iraqi artist Salam Al Madamgheh and an exhibition of 
children’s paintings and children’s literary and cultural boobs, 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ An exhibition entitled “New Museum Buddings in the Federal 
Republic of Germany” at the Yarmouk University — 11:00 
a.m. 

☆ A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad K ama !, Samar Al Sabe’ 
and Nibal Saleh at the Bousing Bank Gallery. 

BAZAAR 

it A charity bazaar that in cl odes wooden handicrafts, embroider¬ 
ies, artificial flowers, children's toys and cultural boobs at 
Ala’a Centre, Hitfin Refugee Camp. 

POETRY RECITAL 

☆ A poetry redial by the Jordanian poet Abdul Fattah Hyassat at 
the Jordanian Writers Federation — 5:30 p.m. 

FILM 

it A video film entitled “Dentschlandspiege)’’ (The German 
Scene), in English, at the Goethe Institute — 7:00 p.m. 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday signs the condo¬ 
lences register at the Japanese embassy in Amman 
during a visit to convey his condolences and that of 


his government on the death of Emperor Hirohito 
(Petra photo) 


Poultry meat prices not raised 


By Suhair Obeidat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Supply has not decided to raise 
the prices of fresh poultry meat, 
but the subject of prices' is still 
under study by a ministry com¬ 
mittee, according to the head of 
the Public Relations Department 
at the Ministry of Supply. Abdel 
Hadi Al Hamayreh. 

A shortage in white meat in the 
local market has been reported in 
the pasr few days. “The produc¬ 
tion of the government’s slaugh¬ 
ter house dropped on Thursday 


from a daily average of 22,000 
heads of chicken to 1,000,” 
Hamayreh told the Jordan Times. 

“The increasing demand on 
poultry meat was caused by the 
cut-off of imported fresh meat 
over the Christmas holidays” he 
explained. The ministry has a 
sufficient supply of poultry meat 
and it has already started provid¬ 
ing the local market.” 

“After we resume importing 
fresh meat the shortage problem 
of poultry meat will be solved” 
Hamayreh reassured. 

Meanwhile the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported from 


Karak in southern Jordan that 
poultry farmers there held a 
meeting to discuss the poultry 
situation and the continuous rise 
in prices of fodder and other 
components used in the poultry 
industry. 

The farmers underlined the im¬ 
portance of finding proper solu¬ 
tions so that the poultry industry 
can continue and flourish, Petra 
said. 

Agriculture Ministry sources 
said that 103 poultry farms exist 
in the Karak Govemorate. and 
altogether produce some five mil¬ 
lion Birds annually and no less 
than 40 million table eggs. 


Jordan has 597 literacy centres 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan 
now has 597 literacy and adult 
education centres which provide 
basic education to nearly 11.000 
people, according to Deputy 
Prime Minisier and Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi. 

The Ministry of Education will 
pursue its efforts to open further 
centres and spread education in 
all rural urban and badia regions 
of the country, the minister said 
in a statement to mark the Arab 
Day for the Eradication of Illi¬ 
teracy. 

The Ministry of Education's 
drive to expand education to all 
regions has.resulted in having one 


third of the Jordanian population 
learning at schools and universi¬ 
ties and community colleges, 
Hindawi said in a statement prior 
to his departure to Geneva. 

The minister said that the rate 
of illiteracy in the Kingdom was 
falling rapidly and the Ministry of 
Education will pursue the drive to 
eradicate it completely. 

The minister paid tribute to 
adults seeking education in the 
literacy centres and commended 
the teachers efforts for helping 
the country to rid itself of illi¬ 
teracy. 

Last year the Ministry of 
Education announced that 25 per 


cent of the country's population 
were illiterate down from 67 per 
cent in 1961 and 34.6 per cent in 
1979. 

According to ministry officials 
Jordan embarked on adult educa¬ 
tion in 1953 when several evening 
classes were opened offering free 
education to those who missed 
the opportunity of learning when 
they were young. 

It was not until 1965 when the 
Ministries of Education and So¬ 
cial Development joined forces to 
launch organised programmes to 
spread education among illiter¬ 
ates on a large scale. 


Khatib inspects Karak projects 


KARAK (Petra) — Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisham Al Khatib Sunday visited 
Karak in southern Jordan and 
met with its Governor Hussein Al 
Shobaki to discuss energy-related 
affairs, and current projects. 

Kbatib said that the ministry 
was exerting all possible efforts 
through the Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) to supply power 
to all population settlements 
within the govemorate. 

The minister was briefed on 


measures taken by the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA) to 
protect the Karak archaeological 
citadel and tourist sites from 
landslides. 

Khatib said that a ministry 
technical team is currently con¬ 
ducting tours of areas that had 
been supplied with power to en¬ 
sure that the power network were 
in safe and sound condition. 

Teams from JEA are now in¬ 
volved in insulating cables in 
areas where snow continuously 


falls, Khatib pointed out. 

He said that NRA teams were 
conducting tests on samples of 
soil in Karak to ensure that it is fit 
for construction work. 

The governor presented a re¬ 
port on the govemorate's needs 
of power services and a team 
from the NRA reported on res¬ 
toration work at the Karak Castle 
which is being done in coopera¬ 
tion with a Czechoslovak 
archaeological team. 


Joint land transport company’s 
assembly to meet in Baghdad 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The general 
assembly of the Iraq-Jordan Land 
Transport Company (ULTC) is 
due to open a meeting in Bagh¬ 
dad early next week under the 
co-chairmanship of Ministers of 
Transport and Telecommunica¬ 
tions in the two countries. 

The ULTC Director General 
Jamil Ibrahim said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency. Pet¬ 
ra, that the meeting will review 
the company's achievements in 
the past year, chart plans for the 
1989 operations and expansion 
programmes and the transporta¬ 


tion of goods between Iraq and 
Jordan on the one hand and 
between the two countries and 
the rest of the Arab World on the 
other. 

Ibrahim said the general 
assembly will look into the pros¬ 
pect of modernising the com¬ 
pany's fleet over the coming few 
years, opening new offices out¬ 
side Jordan and Iraq especially in 
Kuwait, Turkey and Singapore. 

The development and mod¬ 
ernisation of the company’s 
Aqaba workshops to cope with 
the growing volume of work and 



the increasing fleet of trucks, as 
well as an estimated budget for 
the new year will also be discus¬ 
sed at the meeting. Ibrahim 
noted. 

According to Ibrahim the com¬ 
pany last year made a JD 2 
million in net profit. 

The company’s board of direc¬ 
tors held a meeting in Amman 
last October and discussed reports 
on the company's operations fol¬ 
lowing the addition of 150 new 
trucks to its fleet. 

The company's 900-truck fleet 
transported 808,000 tonnes of 
Iraqi goods from Aqaba to Iraq in 
the first eight months of 198S 
aldne, according to Ibrahim. 

In the past year 40 of the 
company’s trucks were assigned 
to help transport Jordanian phos- 
pate from AIHassa and Al Abiad 
mines in the south of the country 
to Aqaba for export. 

The company was established 
■in 1980 with a JD 15 million 
capital. 


Senate speaker receives U.S. delegation 

Lawzi: Exchange of land 

i 

for peace, Palestinian 
rights are key to peace 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Jordan considers the 
Palestine problem as the crux of the Middle East 
conflict that has existed since 1948 and believes in a 
just and durable settlement based on the exchange of 
land for peace and the return of the Palestinian 
people’s legitimate rights and lands. Speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Lawzi said 
Sunday. 


“An international peace con¬ 
ference under U.N. auspices as 
advocated by Jordan remains the 
best and most proper means for 
ending the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and solving the Palestine problem 
in a manner that would ensure 
peace and security for all coun¬ 
tries in the region,” Lawzi said at 
a meeting here with a three- 
member U.S. Congress team. 

The Arab Nation's orientation 
towards peace, he said, came out 
clearly from the Fez Arab summit 
meeting held in 1982 calling for 
the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 through an international 
peace conference that would see 
a total Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab territories includ¬ 
ing Arab Jerusalem. 

Despite the positive Arab 
stand, Lawzi noted, Israel has 


maintained its intransigence and 
continued to hold on the occu¬ 
pied lands, denying the Palesti¬ 
nian people their legitimate 
rights. 

Referring to the Palestine 
National Council’s recent dec¬ 
laration in Algiers, Lawzi said the 
declaration, coupled with Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation's 
leader Yasser Arafat’s speech be¬ 
fore the U.N. General Assembly 
in Geneva, were sufficient to 
explain the Arab position and 
expose Israel's rejection of all 
peace bids. 

Lawzi called on the congress¬ 
men to convey the truth about the 
situation in the Middle East to 
the American administration and 
the U.S. public opinion which can 
play an instrumental role in sup¬ 
porting peace efforts and in im¬ 
plementing U.N. resolutions. 


Lawzi spoke about Jordan's 
parliamentary rule since 1929 and 
the role of Jordanian parlia¬ 
mentarians in promoting the 
cause of peace. 

Senator Bahjat Talhouni spoke 
to the congressmen outlining the 
developments of the Palestine 
problem since 1948 and under¬ 
lined the role of the United States 
in bringing about a just and dur¬ 
able peace to the Middle East. 

The leader of the delegation 
Mary Rose Hawker paid tribute 
to the U.S.-Jordanian relations 
and lauded His Majesty King 
Hussein's stable and moderate 
policies which have won him the 
respect of the whole world. 

Several house members, who 
were present at the meeting, took 
part in a generat discussion with 
The visitors who came to Jordan 
upon the invitation of the Nation¬ 
al Council of U.S.-Arab Rela¬ 
tions. 

The U.S. congressmen were 
received by Army Chief of Staff 
Fathi Abu Taleb at the Armed 
Forces Headquarters in Amman. 
They heard a briefing on the 
country's defence policies and 
discussed issues of common in¬ 
terest to Jordan and the U.S. 
Later Sunday the delegation left 
for Egypt. 


Jordan, Egypt begin 2nd Arab 
strategic conference in Cairo 


CAIRO (Petra) — Egyptian 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Butros Ghali Sunday cal¬ 
led for mobilising intellectual and 
political resources in the Arab 
World to prepare for the future 
and ensure a stronger position for 
the Arab citizen. 

In a speech before the second 
Arab strategic conference, which 
was inaugurated by him on behalf 
of Egyptian Fresident Hosni 
Mubarak, Ghali said the change 
currently taking place in the 
world is the most dangerous 
change we have ever experienced 
since the end of World War II. 

Ghali outlined the dangers of 
military science and technology 
on international community and 
the environment. 

Also addressing the confer¬ 
ence, which is organised by the 
University of Jordan's Strategic 
Studies Centre and the Cairo- 
based Al Ahram Strategic Studies 
Centre, was University of Jordan 
President Abdul Salam Al Majali 
who outlined the importance of 
such a conference as a forum for 
international understanding be¬ 
tween Jordan and other coun¬ 
tries. 

Majali said in light of the inter¬ 
national detente, the issue of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, which con¬ 
stitutes the greatest challenge for 
the Arab order and Arab secur¬ 
ity, comes to the limelight. Majali 
called for reformulating the 
equilibrium to capitalise on the 
elements of Arab might and to 
avoid the shortcomings or to 
neutralise their effects to prevent 
the enemy from taking that 
opportunity for its own interests. 

Majali pointed out that the task 
of facing the future challenges is 
no longer the sole responsibility 
of governments but also the joint 
responsibility of official institu¬ 
tions, intellectuals and ularaas 
(scholars). 

Majali said the external en¬ 
vironment presents the Arab 
order with opportunities for de¬ 
velopment and that the retreat of 
the cold war has led to easing the 
competition for the Arab region 
which has the resources to play a 
more active international role. 

The Jordanian centre's Direc¬ 
tor Mohammad Adnan Al Bakhit 
also addressed the conference, 
saying that the Jordanian uni¬ 
versity experience with Al Ahram 
Institution serves as incentive to 
look for other partners in the 
Arab World to enrich strategic 
thought and build a solid scien¬ 


tific base. 

Bakhit added that Jordan, 
through its active and disting¬ 
uished role in the contemporary 
Arab movement since the begin¬ 
ning of this century, has won a 
special credibility on both the 
Arab and international scenes. 

He added that the challenges 
faring the Arab World calls for 
preparation of a detailed plan of 
action and an executive program¬ 
me, which provides for the under¬ 
taking of research and holding 
seminars. 

President of Al Ahram centre 
also called for supporting-com¬ 


mon Arab work and stressed the 
need for formulating an inte¬ 
grated Arab strategy. 

Taking pan in the conference 
are a number of Jordanian. Egyp¬ 
tian and Arab specialists, 'and 
academics, including Public 
Security Director, Genera! Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali, IJniversity of 
Mu’ta President Aii Mahafza. 
secretary general of the Council 
of Science and Technology and 
director of the University of Jor¬ 
dan's Strategic Studies Centre. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the meeting will present four 
working papers. 1 


Tabbaa, Omani ministers 
discuss trade cooperation 


Hotel honours staff 

The Jordan Intercontinental Hotel in Amman honoured its staff of 
330 in a traditional new year celebration held at the hotel 
Saturday. The management presented gifts and awards to the staff 
members and singled out Ms. Claudia Hanna and Mr. Sami Al 
Shami as ideal employees for the past year. Senior staff members 
traditionally served hutch to their juniors during the celebration 
which also included an entertainment programme. The hotel’s 
General Manager JubraO Khavram presents Claudia Hanna from 
the Public Relations Department with a meritorfad certificate in 
recognition of her efforts in 1988. (J.T.) 


MUSCAT (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Hamdi Tab¬ 
baa met here Sunday with Omani 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance and Eco¬ 
nomy Qais Abdul Mun'em Al 
Zawawi to discuss scopes of eco¬ 
nomic and trade cooperation be¬ 
tween Oman and Jordan. 

Later Tabbaa met with the 
ministers of telecommunications 
and postal affairs to discuss trans¬ 
port and communications mat¬ 
ters. 

A meeting later with the Oma¬ 
ni Chamber of Industry and 
Trade was devoted to discussing 
means to promote economic 
cooperation. Tabbaa is currently 
leading Jordan’s team to a joint 


Jordanian-Omani Economic 
Committee which opened meet¬ 
ings here Saturday. 

The two sides are reviewing the 
status of trade between Oman 
and Jordan and examining the 
prospect of increasing Jordan's 
imports of Omani fish and ex¬ 
ports of national products to 
Oman. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet¬ 
ra, said that the two sides will 
discuss establishing a holding 
company that will organise in¬ 
vestments and promote trade. 

Jordan currently exports phar¬ 
maceutical products, carpets, 
furniture, agricultural products, 
domestic appliances and glass 
products to Oman. 


YARMOUK EXHIBITION: An exhibition on museums in West 
Germany was opened Saturday at Yarmouk University. The three- 
week exhibition includes photos depicting types of museums, style, 
and modem methods of displaying items in West Germany. (Petra) 

PSD seeks those responsible in 
fatally shooting young man 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) has 
appealed to the members of the 
public to help it discover persons 
responsibile for the killing of 21- 
year-old Iyad Khaled Badawi 
with a stray bullet during a wed¬ 
ding ceremony. 

Badawi was killed when un¬ 
identified persons opened fire in 
rejoicings during the wedding on 
Jan. 5, 1989, at Al Wahdat dis¬ 
trict of Amman. 

Badawi was described as a stu¬ 
dent in the Jordan Nursing 
School who was at the home of 
Younes Abdul Rahman Mousa 
Al Najjar where the wedding was 
taking place at the time of the 
incident. 


Police who were called to the 
scene of the incident discovered 
that the victim was hit with a nine 
millimetre bullet in the head 
causing his immediate death. A 
PSD spokesman said that inves¬ 
tigations were continuing to find 
those who fired the bullet and the 
motives, if any, behind killing the 
young man. 

Strict measures are being taken 
by the PSD upon government 
orders against those who fire 
weapons during weddings and 
other social events and cere¬ 
monies; and the PSD has repe¬ 
atedly appealed to the public to 
refrain from firing on such occa¬ 
sions to avoid killing or injuring 
innocent citizens. 
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No more relics 
of past times 

AND SO it came to pass Jan. 7, 1989, that Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat raised 
together the Jordanian and Palestinian flags side by side at 
the newly upgraded Palestinian embassy in Amman to the 
sound of applause from both Jordanians and Palestinians 
alike. And with that political gesture laden with emotions 
and high expectations the Jordanian-PLO relations reached 
a new juncture that crowned His Majesty King Hussein's 
talks with Chairman Arafat in Amman Saturday, during 
which His Majesty reaffirmed Jordan's full support to Mr. 
Arafat and to his speech to the United Nations General 
.Assembly in Geneva last month, as well as to the resolutions 
of the Palestine National Council in Algiers on Nov. 15. His 
Majesty King Hussein summed up all when he said at the 
end of the second round of talks with PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat Saturday: “We are very happy that responsibilities 
are in the able hands of the PLO leaders... we totally 
support my brother Abu Ammar (Arafat), our Palestinian 
brethren and the Palestinian cause with all our means and 
every way possible.** 

It is more than politically symbolic that the Jordanian and 
Palestinian flags were hoisted simultaneously Saturday on 
the occasion of the granting embassy status to the office of 
the PLO in Amman. There are no better words to describe 
the symbolism of the occasion than to quote the words of 
Chairman Arafat who said after the flag raising ceremony: 
“This means that the coordination and cooperation with our 
brothers, os we are one family, will increase..." 

And the message to Israel and the rest of the world should 
be dear. Gone arc the days when the quest for the resolution 
of the Palestinian conflict can be conducted in an isolation of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation. Above all the Israeli 
leadership are invited to take political and juridical notice 
that it is high time to give up their illusions about by-passing 
the PLO in the Middle East peace pmess. The sooner they 
reconcile themselves to the new realities the better it will be 
for all parties concerned. The timing of the joint raising of 
the Jordanian and Palestinian flags at the Palestinian 
embassy in Amman is most opportune in view of the fact 
that the newly formed Israeli government is still entertain¬ 
ing false hopes that it can turn the political dock of the 
Middle East backward by contemplating so-called new 
initiatives on old ideas long regarded as the relics of past 
times. _ 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Ai Ra'i along with the other Arabic dailies Sunday commented on 
the establishment of a Palestine embassy in Amman with His 
Mu jests Kins I lussein's blessings. The embassy here, the paper 
said, is an embodiment of the total coordination, unity of purpose 
und joint struggle of the Jordanian and Palestinian people. The 
King's directives to give hacking to the Palestinians and the 
Jordanian government's facilities extended to the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation can only indicate the Kingdom's true orienta¬ 
tion towards backing the endeavours of the Palestinian people in 
their relentless el forts to regain their rights and their homeland, 
the paper noted. It said that the very strong relations between the 
PLO and Jordan is a great source of satisfaction and pride tor all 
Arabs in general and the Jordanian and Palestinian people in 
particular. The paper said the talks in Amman between PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat and King Hussein, described as excellent, 
reflect the determination by both sides to jointly confront the 
coming challenges for peace. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily called on the Arab states to unite in 
the face of the serious challenges by their common enemies and the 
current hardships confronted bv the nation. Abdul Rahim Omar 
said that the Palestine National Council's decision to recognise 
U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and Washington's 
decision to open a dialogue with the PLO were good signs that the 
Palestine question is being directed towards the right peace track. 
These developments, he added, have been warmly welcomed not 
only by the Arab states hut also by the international community 
which is now awaiting other constructive moves towards the 
establishment of peace. Therefore, the writer noted, the Arabs 
should take a concerted step towards paving the way for the 
convening of an international conference to establish peace in the 
Middle East and they can agree on such steps at an Arab summit 
conference where they can discuss chronic issues and measures 
with which to confront any eventualities. The Arab nation is going 
through a very sensitive stage requiring close coordination of 
stands with regards to the Gulf situation and calling for pressure 
to be exerted on Iran to exchange prisoners of war with Iraq and 
reach a lasting settlement with its Arab neighbour, the writer 
continued. He said that recent Iranian massing of troops along the 
border with Iraq, the U.S. naval forces off the Libyan shores and 
the continued occupation of Palestinian land should serve as a 
catalyst unifying the Arab countries' efforts in the face of the 
common danger. 

AI Dustour daily came out with an editorial in which it lauded the 
imitful cooperation between Jordan and the PLO to serve the 
common cause. Jordan's decision to establish an embassy for 
Palestine in Amman was a clear indication of the joint efforts 
being made to serve the Palestinians and their rights, the paper 
noted. It said that His Majesty King Hussein, who gave directives 
for the move, is displaying his determination to back the 
Pa Ic'd i mans in every way, and the creation of a Palestine embassy 
was the latest gift he offers to the Palestinian people. Furth¬ 
ermore. it said the King's talks with PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
which were crowned with total success, came to add a new 
positive dimension to the bilateral relations. 

Sawt AI Shaab daily also commented on the hoisting of the 
Palestinian flag over the embassy in Amman and said that 
Jordan's new move was a further indication that every thing will 
be done to back the rights and the just struggle of the Palestinian 
people. The paper said that the embassy in Amman was a symbol 
for the national objectives of the oppressed people who are now 
involved in confronting occupation in Palestine and came as 
another dear indication of Amman's determination to join hands 
with the Palestinians in their just stra ggl e for peace. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Israel needs visionary leadership 


WHAT fF Israel continues to refuse to bow to reason and persists 
in its defiance of the mainstream international verdict on peace 
terms between Israel and the Arab side? The Arab side, including 
the Palestinian side through the PLO. has already invested much 
concessions in the elusive peace process and stands to lose a great 
deal if such investments come to naught. The principal beneficiary 
from such defeat of Arab peace overtures would obviously be the 
cause of extremism. The maximalist would have a field day if and 
when Arab moderation and bold Palestinian peace initiatives are 
dealt a crushing blow by Israel’s determined strategy to puli the 
rug from under them. That is exactly the picture that emerges 
from Israel's frantic efforts to frustrate Arab aspirations for just 
and durable peace on the basis of international legitimacy. The 
Arab side should therefore be ready for every conceivable 
eventuality that could come its way from Tel Aviv. That is why 
the Arab side was prone to believe that Israel was behind the Pan 
Am crash last week. There is nothing too low for the Israeli 
leadership, the Arab World has often concluded, if it could negate 
rhe successful Arab peace offensive. By hook or by crook, the 
Israeli establishment is bent on derailing Arab reason and sense of 
moderation, the Palestinians say. In particular, the Arab World 
asserts. Israeli intelligence groups would persist on finding ways 
and means to drive a wedge between the Palestinian side and 
Washington. If worse comes to worst, Israeli militarism may 
indeed entertain a military onslaught on the Arab side as a final 
act of desperation in a bid to accomplish what diplomacy has 


failed to do. 

But a gains t this hostile tidal wave from Israeli establishment 
there are equally strong if not stronger tidal waves that could 
come to the rescue of the peace process both from within and 
without Israel. From within Israel there are some forces already 
brewing with peaceful sentiments. One is not only reminded of 
the 54 per cent of the Israelis who now favour a dialogue with the 
PLO but also of the economic forces within Israel that are now at 
the stage of a tempest but likely to develop into a hurricane if left 
unattended to in a meaningful way. The austerity budget 
proposed by Shimon Peres, the incumbent Israeli minister of 
finance, is cutting deep into Israeli ability to thwart the peace 
process. Perhaps it is symbolic that Peres, the politician-turned- 
economist, is trying to accomplish by fiscal means what he failed 
to do by political means, i.e. undermine Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir's stubborn plans to consolidate his and his Likud 
Party’s grip over authority and rule in Israel. 

But be that as it may. Israel is still waging an uphill battle 
against the budgetary constraints that ensued principally from the 
Palestinian uprising. It is a wellknown fact that Israel's military 
establishment cannot afford long durated mobilisations. All of its 
wars with the Arab armies were noticeably brief not lasting more 
than few days. In fact Israel's military strategy has been 
formulated on the basis of blitzes aiming at attaining its military 
and political objectives in. literally, days. The economy of Israel 


has never been able to maintain a militaiy footing based on long 
SmSS^SL That is Why the Palest,man upmtng ts such 
a rain to Israel and iis military establishment is in panictc.quellIrt 
at all costs. And that is why Israel was and remains to be haunted 
bv the continuation of the Palestinian intitaua. ... . 

y if Israeli strategists would conclude that another Witt atta L k on 
its neighbours would offer them an urgently needed tefrom 
ihe pXal pressures generated by the A-b peace offensive they 

will be deceiving only themselves. The jes 

been locked up in situation of war for more than four decades. 

/^nypermane nt setback to the peace process nowwouldmegi 
the continuation of this state of war between Israe ■ 

The ultimate choice that the Israelis would have to make now u to 
choose between the prospect of another decade of armed conflict 
SSSt ArabSide Wrth a U that it may email- or ro swiM* 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to wage peace and rompromise 
with their neighbours even if that entails relinquishing some of 
their dreams and maximalist aspiration. The Arab side has cleariy 
opted for compromise and made siitretanual concessions to 
end. The Arab leadership cannot hold the reign on their peoples 
for ever and must show something in return for their P°hcy of 
moderation. As for the Arab peoples, if moderauon and 
centralism cannot pay off, the alternative must bec^arto fnend 
and foe. This is the time fora visionary Israeli leadershipwho are 
capable of seeing bevond their noses. Otherwise the stakes for the 
peoples of the region are indeed very high and awesome. 


Japan’s new emperor embodies 
blend of ancient and modern 


TOKYO (R) — Akihito. who 
ascended Japan's chrysanthemum 
throne on the death of his father, 
87-year-old Emperor Hirohito 
Saturday, wants the centuries-old 
traditions of the imperial family 
to evolve with the times. 

As crown prince, he assumed a 
growing share of the emperor’s 
ceremonial duties after Hirohito 
underwent major intestinal 
surgery in September 1987, a 
share that increased further after 
his father collapsed and became 
bedridden last Sept. 19. 

MAN IN THE NEWS 

The 55-year-old Akihito with 
longisb iron-grey hair broke im¬ 
perial precedent when he became 
the first Japanese heir-apparent 
to marry a commoner and has 
encouraged his three children to 
live l : ke normal Japanese. 

After Japan's defeat in World 
War II. Hirohito renounced the 
imperial family's claim nf divine 
status, reducing the emperor to 
the role of symbol of the state and 
the unity of the Japanese people. 

Akihito has indicated that he 
wishes to take the process 
further. 

“Centuries-old traditions of the 
imperial family must alter to meet 
social changes,’* he once said. 

He has already put his own 
stamp on the image of the impe¬ 
rial family. 

Akihito embodies Japan's 

Give 

overtime 

where 

needed 

By Salah Abdul Samad 

IN comformity with the govern¬ 
ment’s general guidelines for a 
reduction in expenses, govern¬ 
ment offices reduced to a mini¬ 
mum the volume of their em¬ 
ployees overtime work so as to 
avoid paying extra allowances. 

One of the government’s de¬ 
partments affected by the mea¬ 
sure was the income Tax Depart¬ 
ment — something which indeed 
took many by surprise. The In¬ 
come Tax Department is rightly 
considered the government’s in¬ 
strument for collecting revenues 
for the treasury, ensuring vast 
sums of income for the various 
government departments’ ex¬ 
penses. 

It is surprising to see such a 
department's work shrinking 
especially as the nature of the 
employees' work requires extra 
hours that are difficult to reduce 
given the enormous and ever¬ 
growing task shouldered by the 
Income Tax Department. 

It is also difficult to understand 
the wisdom behind a decision to 
allow senior staff in that depart¬ 
ment alone enjoying full extra 
allowances which were partially 
denied to the smaller employees 
who effectively shoulder the day- 
to-day work by conducting esti¬ 
mates of citizens income and who 
calculate the amounts that should 
be paid. 

It should be openly suggested 
that the Income Tax Department 
should be exempted from the 
government measures not to 
allow its employees to enjoy a 
privilege but rather to allow them 
to carry out their duty in full, 
despite the fact that it takes extra 
office hours to do it and involves 
paying them allowances for such 
extra work. 

If the austerity measures im¬ 
posed by the government are to 
be imposed on the Income Tax 
Department, then it is reasonable 
to demand that all staff, including 
senior ones, be treated on the 
same footing. 


national call of the 1980s — to 
internationalise, and to find a 
way to blend its ancient traditions 
and values with its modem role as 
a world leader. 

He has begun to raise the 
“chrysanthemum curtain” which 
hitherto shrouded the imperial 
family and has sought to demons¬ 
trate a common touch to the 
Japanese people. 

In 1986, his family stopped for 
the first time at a red traffic light 
and took their first ride on a 
commuter train, albeit in a car¬ 
riage emptied of all other passen¬ 
gers. 

Akihito. according to ancient 
custom, was taken from his pa¬ 
rents at an early age and raised by 
chamberlains in a separate 
palace. 

But in post-war democratic 
Japan, his educational horizons 
were widened to indude subjects 
closed to his forebears. 

In 1946 while at a special 
school in Tokyo for the nobility, 
he studied English with an Amer¬ 
ican teacher, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Gray Vining. specially invited to 
Japan by Hirohito for that pur¬ 
pose. 

In November 1952. Prince Aki¬ 
hito was formally invested as heir 
to the throne in a ceremony 
which broke the tradition of cen¬ 
turies. 

For the first time since, accord¬ 
ing to legend, the ceremony was 
first instituted in the reign of the 
mythical first sovereign. Emperor 
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Jimmu, in 660 BC. the event was 
held in public and watched by 
local and foreign guests and the 
press. 

In the following year, Akihito 
toured 14 countries in Europe 
and America as a representative 
of the emperor. 

His marriage to a commoner in 
1959 broke a centuries-old impe¬ 
rial precedent but was hailed by 
the majority of Japanese as a 
symbol of the new postwar demo¬ 
cratic Japan. 

The sports-loving prince 
courted Michiko Shoda, daughter 
of a flour-making industrialist, at 
a tennis dub in the fashionable 
mountain resort of Karuizawa, 
northwest of Tokyo. He won her 
consent by telephone. 

Their marriage in April 1959 
was hailed by the majority of the 
Japanese as a symbol of the new 
postwar democratic Japan. 

Later, he continued to defy 
precedent by insisting his children 
remain at home and not be taken 
out of the palace as babies. 

He sent his eldest son. Prince 
Hiro, to Britain in 1983 to study 
at Oxford University* the first 
heir to the throne of Japan to 
study abroad. His second son. 
Prince Aya, is now also studying 
at Oxford. 

Having witnessed the rise of 
militarism and its defeat during 
his boyhood, Akihito said in 1986 
that he wanted to deepen interna¬ 
tional understanding through per¬ 
sonal visits abroad. 


More for tourism 


To the Editor: 

It seems that tourism is des¬ 
tined to play second fiddle to 
all other sectors of the eco¬ 
nomy of this country. 

Since the recent drastic eco¬ 
nomic measures announced by 
the government in order to 
shore up the economy, those of 
us earning our livelihood in 
offering services to the tourists 
were heartened when the 
prime minister and other mem¬ 
bers of the government empha¬ 
sised on several occasions the 
important role tourism can 
play in generating foreign re¬ 
serves for the treasury. 

Recently, the 1989 budget 
was announced underlining 
the very low priority given, yet 
again, to tourism. Allow me to 
illustrate: 

— Total current expendi¬ 
tures on tourism for 1989 are 
set at JD 634.000, a mere 0.09 
per cent of the total current 
expenditures. And yet. total 
income that can be attributed 
to tourism and travel activities 
(Departure Tax. 3 per cent tick¬ 
et tax and the 10 per cent tax 
on hotels and restaurants bill¬ 
ings) comes up to a staggering 
JD 22,000.000. or 4.02 percent 
of total government revenue 
for the same fiscal year. In very 
simple terms, the country is 
getting $447.00 return for ev¬ 
ery $1.00 invested. 

Even allowing for those who 
may contend that the Depar¬ 
ture Tax should not be consi¬ 
dered. the other two items 
come up to JD 6,000.000 or 0.9 
per cent of total revenue, giv¬ 
ing a return of $10.00 for every 
$1.00 spent. 

— Of the total current ex¬ 
penditure, JD 81.000 is to be 
spent on capital investment. 
Allowing for running expenses 
of the ministry such as salaries, 
transport, etc., I cannot see 
more than JD 125.000 to JD 
175,000 as being earmarked for 
the most important function of 
the ministry, namely 
marketing. 

For those cynical of the im¬ 
portance of tourism, especially 
with the present economic cli¬ 
mate in Jordan, let me point 


out some of the figures pub¬ 
lished in the Central Bank Sta¬ 
tistical Bulletin for October 
1988: 

Total arrivals in 1987, ex¬ 
cluding Jordanian and Egyp¬ 
tian nationals, come up to 
1.293.300 who spent an aver¬ 
age of JD 151.830 per person, 
generating a whopping total of 
JD 196.360.000 for 
5578.379,970.50 at the average 
rate of JD 0.3395) 

The political climate in the 
Middle East at the present 
time is very conducive to tour¬ 
ism. The Iraq-Iran war has 
been relegated to the inside 
pages; there is daily mention of 
a possible international peace 
conference on the Middle 
East. What is more important, 
the image of Jordan abroad has 
improved dramatically during 
the last 12 months. In the same 
period, Jordanian travel 
agents, hoteliers and our 
national carrier have spent 
large amounts, and thousands 
of man/hours, marketing their 
individual products. 

In other words, we can safe¬ 
ly assume that the number of 
arrivals can be increased by a 
modest 5 per cent during 1989, 
and advance bookings held by 
hoteliers and agents indicate 
that this is achievable. In terms 
of earnings, this could mean an 
additional $29,000,000 
flowing into our reserves. With 
properly funded aggressive 
marketing, we can sustain a 
similar growth over the next 
few years. If my estimate of the 
government marketing budget 
is correct (say JD 150,000 or 
$300,000), then the return on 
investment is almost 100:1. 

These figures dearly indi¬ 
cate that tourism is "a very 
viable industry that deserves 
more attention, and funding, 
from the government. Every 
additional dollar spent on 
marketing could generate $100 
in hard currency. Can anyone 
think of another industry that 
comes anywhere close to this? 
I certainly cannot. 

Munir Nassar 
Amman 


He acted as regent on three 
occasions, once in 1971 when 
Hirohito toured Europe, the first 
trip overseas by a Japanese 
emperor, again when his hither 
visited the U.S. in 1975 and a 
third time after Hirohito under¬ 
went surgery in September 1987. 

As Akihito ascends the throne 
and Hiro moves in as crown 
prince behind him, the imperial 
family is expected to show clear 
and "strong signs of change, 
according to analysts. 

At the same time, Akihito will 
have to overcome the resistance 
of a cadre of imperial household 
retainers who aim to protect the 
andent traditions. 

Some of his efforts at interna¬ 
tionalisation have also met resist¬ 
ance from abroad, particularly his 
plans to take another step toward 





Japan's new Emperor, Akihito 

mending relations with South 
Korea. 

A planned trip to Seoul in 1986 
with his wife was cancelled, 
ostensibly because Princess 
Michiko was ill. Analysts reck¬ 
oned the real reason was public 


opposition to the visit. 

While the government there 
seemed eager to set the past 
behind, many Koreans still feel 
aversion toward Japan, bom 
from 35 years under Japanese 
colonial rule from 1910 to 1945. 


Hirohito ruled as god and man 
in war, defeat and prosperity 


XOKYO (R) — EmperosiJjrohi- 
to presided over Japan's greatest 
imperial expansion, defeat in an 
atomic attack and stunning post¬ 
war recovery in a 63-year reign 
which saw him demoted from 
divine ruler to constitutional 
figurehead. 

A frail figure in his later years, 
he was viewed early in his reign as 
a descendant of a sun goddess 
and was frequently seen on a 
white horse reviewing his impe¬ 
rial troops. 

His death is unlikely to quell 
the major controversy of his rule 
— whether he could have stopped 
Japan's entry into World War II. 
Some Japanese never forgave 
him for failing to prevent the war 
that (inked Japan with Nazi Ger¬ 
many and resulted in two nuclear 
attacks. 

In a rare public comment. 
Hirohito said his constitutional 
position did not allow him to 
override the cabinet decision to 
launch the raid on the U.S. fleet 
at Pearl Harbour in 1941. 

“As a result, I could not pre¬ 
vent Japan from going to war.” 
he was quoted as Celling a group 
of Japanese newspaper execu¬ 
tives in 1981. 

Hirohito said he imposed his 
political will only twice during his 
reign. He demanded in 1936 that 
leaders of an abortive army coup 
be executed and in 1945 he 
accepted the allies' demand for 
Japan's unconditional surrender, 
over which the cabinet was unde¬ 
cided. 

Hirohito. speaking to his peo¬ 
ple for the first time, announced 
the surrender over the radio with 
one of history's most famous 
phrases: “The war situation has 
not necessarily developed to our 
advantage... we must bear the 
unbearable.” 

The American forces which 
landed were the first foreign con¬ 
querors to occupy Japan and in 
1946 Hirohito renounced his di¬ 
vinity. 

When Hirohito enrered the 
U.S. embassy in Tokyo on Sept. 
27.1945, for his first meeting with 
General Douglas MacAnhur. 
commander of the occupying 
forces, he accepted full responsi¬ 
bility for the war. 

MacArthur later wrote; “A 
tremendous impression swept 
me. This courageous assumption 
of a responsibility implicit with 
death moved me to the very 
marrow of my bones.” 

Political expediency helped 
persuade the victorious allies not 
to try Hirohito but six other war 
leaders including the prime minis¬ 
ter, General Hideki Tojo. were 
found guilty of war crimes by an 
allied tribunal and executed. 

Subsequently a new constitu¬ 
tion strongly influenced by the 
Americans left the emperor as 3 
mere symbol of state, with less 
real or potential power than a 



The late Emperor Hirohito 


European constitutional 
monarch. 

Despite his own reduction in 
status, the post-war half of his 
reign saw Japan rise from the 
ashes of defeat to become ihe 
non-Communisi World's second 
most powerful economy and a 
close ally of the United States. 

According to legends which are 
given little credence in modern 
Japan. Hirohito was the 124th in 
an unbroken 2.600-year-old 
dynastic line. In fact the line can 
be proved to have been broken at 
least twice. 

For the first half of his life, the 
world's longest-reigning monarch 
was considered divine and ordin¬ 
ary people were forbidden to 
look at him directly. 

He was rarely seen in public 
and lived almost all his life in the 
seclusion of Tokyo's moated im¬ 
perial palace. 

The title of his reign was “sho- 
wa” (enlightened peace), ironic 
in retrospect but the name under 
which Hirohito will be known in 
Japanese history. 

During his later years. Hirohito 
devoted his spare time to walks in 
the palace grounds, watching tra¬ 
ditional sumo wrestling and soap 
operas on television and pursuing 
research into marine biology, a 
passion he retained from his 
youth. 

A frail, stooping figure with 
thick spectacles, his health de¬ 
teriorated markedly from Febru¬ 
ary 1987. He collapsed twice in 
August of that year, and doctors 
operated to find a swollen pan¬ 
creas blocking his intestine. 

He later resumed some of his 
official duties but fell ill again in 
J98S and grew progressively 
weaker, beginning a series of 
almost daily blood transfusions in 
September in his final crisis. 

Hirohito was born on April 29, 
1901. the first of four sons of 
Emperor Yoshihito and Empress 
Teimei. In accordance with court 
custom, he was removed from his 
parents at the age of three 
months and spent the next four 
years in the care of a royal rela¬ 


tive. 

In 1921, he broke with tradi¬ 
tion by becoming the first 
Japanese crown prince to travel 
abroad. During his six months in 
Europe, be struck up a friendship 
with the Prince of Wales, later 
the Duke of Windsor. 

He first ate an English break¬ 
fast at Buckingham Palace and 
thereafter never lost his fondness 
for bacon and eggs. 

Half a century later, he recal¬ 
led the tour as his first experience 
of freedom after an upbringing as 
a “caged bird” in the seclusion of 
the imperial court. 

He married Princess Nagako 
Kuni in an arranged marriage in 
1924. and became emperor on his 
father's death on Christmas Day 
in 1926. 

Empress Nagako gave birth to 
four daughters but Hirohito re¬ 
sisted the suggestion of court 
officials that he take a concubine 
to produce a son. 

The succession was assured 
when Crown Prince Akihito was 
born in 1933, followed by another 
son and daughter. The empress 
and five children survive. 

On a tour in 1971 of Western 
European countries, the first tour 
abroad by a Japanese emperor, 
Hirohito sometimes had a hostile 
reception, reflecting the still vivid 
memories of those who had suf- 
. fared at Japanese hands in war¬ 
time. 

On a visit to California’s Dis-. 
neyland in 1975, he accepted a 
Mickey Mouse watch as a gift. He 
often wore the watch in Japan, 
revealing a lighter side to his 
dutiful public image, 

Hirohito’s postwar image was 
mat of a man devoted to his 
family, displaying a shy and retir¬ 
ing dignity in public. He neither 
drank nor smoked and followed a 
simple diet. 

He won respect in the marine 
biology field and became a lead- 
® u Jhority on hydrozoans — 
jellyfish and related creatures — 
writing and collaborating on 
more than a dozen books on the 
subject. 
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Zimbabwe: Health 
reformers with 


traditional kits 

By Jose Rujjter therefore exceDtional 


HARARE — Almost 10,000 in¬ 
fants and young children die each 
year in Zimbabwe — the victims 
of diarrhoeal diseases. Further 
suffering is caused among the 
young by malnutrition and other 
water-related diseases like bilh&r- 
zia, dysentery, hookworm and 
eye infections. 

And yet too few Zimbabwean 
parents are observing the basic 
rules of personal hygiene and 
sanitation; many are simply not 
aware. A study by the University 
of Zimbabwe and the United 
Nations Environment Program¬ 
me (UNEP) in Sabi Valley, for 
example, showed that none of the 
male heads of households and 
only O.X per cent of the mothers 
identified sanitation as a priority. 

Most of rhese people are in¬ 
terested in getting clean water 
but. even as they do, they do not 
hesitate to use polluted water at 
the same time. As a result, water 
and sanitation programmes have 
made only a negligible impact on 
health improvement in Zim¬ 
babwe. 

After a decade of that experi¬ 
ence, most government and non¬ 
governmental institutions are 
now aware that supply of water 
and construction of latrines is not 
an end in itself. The clean water 
supply is wasted on people who 
persist on going to the river to 
wash clothes, and come home 
with bilharzia. 

Indeed, most women want to 
have a water source close to their 
homes to avoid long trips on foot, 
but they are less concerned with 
the advantages of clean water. 
Similarly, a popular eagerness to 
construct latrines seems mostly 
inspired by the desire to lay hands 
on free building materials. Own¬ 
ership of a latrine — an expensive 
device in the rural areas — adds 
to the householder's social status, 
but avoidance rules prohibit in¬ 
laws to share the facility. 

Also, most parents believe that 
a child's stool is harmless. It is 

To think, 
to feel 

ARCHER MARTIN won a Nobel 
Prize in 1952 for bis work in chroma¬ 
tography, a method of separating 
chemical compounds. But by the 
mid-’70s Martin began to slip. His 
memory faded; his work deterio¬ 
rated. He was suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease. As his wife, 
Judith, recalls, in 1985 Martin 
returned from a posting abroad to 
his beloved Cambridge. England, 
convinced “he wasn't good for 
anything anymore." His only 
hope was at the frontiers of scien¬ 
ce, a venue in which he had spent 
much of his life. Judith arranged 
for him to participate in a trial 
study using tetrahydroaminoacri- 
dine, or THA. Now, three years 
later at the age of 78. Martin has 
made remarkable progress. He’s 
reading Scientific American and 
Nature again. He’s cheerful. 
And, as he told his wife with 
heart-rending simplicity, “I get 
the feeling that I can think 
again.” 

THA isn’t a cure. Scientists 
think the disease might be caused 
by the absence of certain enzymes 
in the nervous system. THA 
stimulates their production. “All 
we’re doing is buying time.” says 
Dr. Sarah Egger of London’s 
Institute of Psychiatry, which is 
running the British tests. "The 
Alzheimer’s goes on.” Egger re¬ 
ports that in the first group of six 
patients, one has regained his 
language skills while another has 
resumed whistling his merry 
tunes. “They seem brighter.” she 
says. There can be unpleasant 
side effects; doctors took Martin 
off the drug for six months bo- 
cause of danger to his liver. Now 
he’s receiving a smaller dose. 
Says Judith Martin. “If the side 
effects are long term, why should 
we worry at our age?” 

This isn't the first time hopes 
have been raised by THA. In 
1986 a report in The New Eng¬ 
land Journal of Medicine sug¬ 
gested that 16 of 17 patients 
showed “significant” and some¬ 
times “dramatic” improvement 
after THA therapy. After the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra^ 
tion found “serious deficiencies" 
in that effort, an independent 
study was launched. Early next 
year researchers will get prelimin¬ 
ary results when they break the 
code for the first 100 patients — 
neither doctors nor patients know 
who is taking the THA or the 
placebo. 

There's a down side to early 
reports about promising 
Alzheimer’s drugs. “Families and 
patients get great expectations 
and desperately want to try any¬ 
thing/’ says Dr. Zaven 
Khachaturian. At least there’s 
something to try. “Ten years 
ago," he says, "we were totally at 
a loss.” I 

Mary Hager I 
Tom Warake 1 

Newsweek < 


therefore exceptional for a child 
under the age of five to use a 
latrine. Children thus become 
major sources of infection and 
major victims. 

Government institutions, parti¬ 
cularly the Blair Research 
Laboratory and the District De¬ 
velopment Fund in Zimbabwe, 
therefore, are trying to improve 
the efficacy of their water and 
sanitation programmes by adapt¬ 
ing their strategies to those tradi¬ 
tional beliefs and habits which 
promote cleanliness and hygiene. 

For the Shona people water is 
not just a commodity, but rather 
an object of reverence: a source 
of life and a symbol of fertility. 
According to the traditional be¬ 
lief, natural springs and ponds are 
inhabited by ancestral spirits 


tionalists. in the Karoi district in 
northwest Zimbabwe, a well- 
sinking team which failed to hit 
water ascribed its failure to the 
anger of the Njuzu, the ancestral 
spirits inhabiting a traditional 
spring nearby. The village re¬ 
sponded by forming a committee 
which included a water diviner 
and the traditional headman. The 
elders invoked the ancestral spir¬ 
its and water was found. 

Recent measures to establish 
water resources all over Zim¬ 
babwe have tied in with this 
tradition, while helping the minis¬ 
try in cutting expenses. 

Communal responsibility for 
water sources is not the only 
example of a traditional practice 
which is conducive to social de¬ 
velopment. It is customary for 
Zimbabwean women, for exam¬ 
ple, to rinse a bucket with water 
and sand before fetching water — 
thus washing their hands at the 


(Njuzu), who piotect the purity same time. This has proved to be 
and continuity of this natural a very salubrious practice; dirty 


resource and thus ensure the sur¬ 
vival of the community. 

Many people claim that disre- 


hands are a major cause of infec¬ 
tions. 

Armed with this knowledge. 


sped for the anceslraj spirits is the Blair Research Laboratory is 
the cause of the drying up of presently experimenting with the 
springs and rivers. Those indi- use of traditional gourds 
viduals who deny the community (mukombe) filled with water for 
access to a water source — even hand washing in latrines. Most 
when situated on private property latrines are often built more than 
— or wilfully pollute them can be 20 metres from the homestead. 


punished by poisoning or be ac¬ 
cused of witchcraft. 


and most are far from a water 
source. Contamination of ground 


Although outsiders like water water therefore ‘ s hardly a prob- 
engineers and sanitation experts lem, but hand washing is. Gourds 
who unwittingly interfere with filled with water, hung on the 
these unwritten laws are not tre- latrine wall, prove a cheap and 
ated as harshly, their work some- relatively healthy way out — 
times is influenced by the tradi- Academic File. 

Eva Marie Saint 
looks again for 
substantial roles 


By Christopher Michaud 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — Veteran actress 
Eva Marie Saint is tired of play¬ 
ing mothers. 

Her early years in Hollywood 
paired her in major roles with 
leading men like Cary Grant, 
Marlon Brando, Paul Newman 
and Richard Burton, but Saint 
has spent much of thejpast 15 
years-starring "i n “family” televi¬ 
sion dramas. 

Her biography in the “Film 
Encyclopaedia” says that after 
her academy award-winning film 
debut with’ Marlon Brando in 
“On the waterfront." Saint's sub¬ 
sequent parts “were neither 
suited to nor worthy of her uni¬ 
que personality and talent.” 

“It’s probably true," Saint, 64, 
said recently in an interview. She 
was visiting New York on her way 
to Rockport, Massachussels, for 
the television premiere of her 
latest film, “I’ll be home for 
Christmas,” which was shot in the 
picturesque seaside town. 

In this film, too. Saint plays a 
mother. But she’s not complain¬ 
ing. Saint and Hal Holbrook 
appear as the anxious parents of a 
young soldier due home from 
battle for the Christmas holidays 
during World War II. 

She took the role despite its 
maternal aspects because she 
liked the script and looked for¬ 
ward to working again with Hol¬ 
brook, her co-star in “When hell 
was in session." 

“I think it’s a good story, espe¬ 
cially for young people who have 
no idea what sacrifices this coun¬ 
try made in 1944,” she said. “Not 
only in lives, but food was 
rationed, women worked in the 
factories, and there was no ‘yea’ 
or ‘nay’. It wasn't like Vietnam. 
Everybody went to stop Hitler, 
and there was no question that 
people wouldn't go." 

Leading men 

Despite strong performances 
opposite the likes of Paul New¬ 
man, Richard Burton and Yves 
Montand throughout the 1960s, 
Saint’s film career went on hold 
after 1970, when youth oriented 
films and special effects extrava¬ 
ganzas left little room for an 
actress of her sophistication and 
classical training. 

It was then that she went back 
to her roots in the theatre (when 
cast in “Waterfront” she was on 
broadway in Horton Foote’s 
"The trip to bountiful”). She 
starred in “First Monday in Octo¬ 
ber.” with Henry Fonda, “Duet 
for one” and Clifford Odets’ 
“The country giri.” 

Saint also made several televi¬ 
sion movies, many of which 
showcased her “mother mode.” 
She has been nominated for 
Emmy awards — the TV indus¬ 
try’s Oscars — three times and 
recently put her material instincts 
to work as Cybill Shepherd’s 
mom in the hit show “Moon¬ 
lighting.” 

Her complaint with matronly 
roles is that they're “not substan¬ 
tial, and they’re very cliche. I 
don’t know why writers write 
“mothers.” There isn’t such a 
person anyway. Mothers are 
made up of problems of their 
own,” she said. 




Tear Gas in My Eyes, by Sahar Mansur, 8, at the London exhibition 
of paintings by Palestinian children. 


Young Yasinine contemplates the work of a Palestinian child at the London exhibition of paintings by- 
Palestinian children in the Israeli occupied territories. 


Faithful witnesses testify 


Palestinian children have produced power¬ 
ful images from their experiences under 
Israeli occupation in an exhibition coincid¬ 
ing with Christmas celebrations in Europe. 


By Maureen All 

LONDON — London at Christ¬ 
mas can be fairyland for children. 
In all the main streets, lights 
sparkle and Christmas trees glis¬ 
ten. The shop windows axe ablaze 
with colour. Inside there are ani¬ 


mated Christmas scenes, fairy¬ 
tale tableaux and cheerful Santa 
Clauses waiting to hear who 
wants what on Christmas Eve. 
All around, Christmas carols 
blast out from loud speakers and 
in most schools a Nativity play is 


Christ in a humble stable in Pales¬ 
tine. 

As they act out this ritualistic 
rendition of the Christmas stoiy. 
few of the children will make any 
connection with the situation in 
Holy Land today. Few will be 
aware of the suffering of their 
peers in occupied Palestine, living 
under Israeli occupation and de¬ 
nied access even to basic educa¬ 
tion. 

It is therefore appropriate that 
during this festive season. Lon- 


So what would she prefer? 

“I’d like to do more comedy, 
which I’m convinced I’ll do.” Her 
role in the 1986 hit "Nothing in 
common," with Jackie Gleason 
and Tom Hanks, should help. 
Saint said she liked the part be¬ 
cause it involved change tor the 
character, something usually 
lacking in parts she’s offered. 

Alternately, Saint would like to 
play “A. mother with, problems, 
or a professional woman.” a "bad 
woman’’ is something she’s 
aching to portray. 

Theatre and TV 

“There’s that side of me, too. I 
can be mean and scream — ask 
my husband,” she explained. 
Saint and. director Jeff Hayden 
have been married for 37 years. 

Oddly, Saint's sporadic feature 
film record has been in keeping 
with her original career plans. 

"I had never wanted to do 
movies. I just wanted to do 
theatre and live television,” she 
said of the days when she was first 
cast as Brando's girlfriend in “On 
the Waterfront.” 

“But it (the film's location) was 
just in Hoboken (New Jersey, 
part of the port of New York), so 
I didn't feel I was prostituting ray 
art, you know, going out to the 
(West) Coast. It was over here,” 
she said in the interview in Man¬ 
hattan, where she studied at the 
actor’s studio with Lee Strasberg ' 
in the 1950s. 

Saint said working in “Water- 
front" with Brando helped ease 
her nerves. “He was so giving and 
considerate. Here it was my first 
scene in a movie, ever, and I have 
to lean over and kiss Marlon 
Brando. 

"But he was so sweet, after a 
couple of days I felt like one of 
the gang," Saint said. 

Saint did admit to being vulner¬ 
able to Brando’s magnetism. 
“Oh, he was so attractive. I was 
so glad I was married at the time 
— newly married, but married — 
because he had it all.” 

Saint won an Oscar for the film 
and went on to star opposite Cary 
Grant in Alfred Hitchcock’s 
“North by northwest.” 

“He was charming, everything 
you’d think he would be," Saint 
said of Grant. 

But her impressions of Hitch¬ 
cock are less in line with other 
actors, who saw him as aloof and 
dictatorial. 

“He was just like a big bear,” 
she said. "He was very affection¬ 
ate. He’d put his arms around 
you and send you funny tele¬ 
grams years later." 



Eva Marie Saint with Gary Grant 


performed recalling the birth of don children will have a chance to 

visit a remarkable art exhibition 

- Faithful Witnesses: Paiestinian 

Children Recreate Their World 
which features over 50 drawings 
and paintings by children aged 
four to 14 from the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

The timely exhibition, coming 
soon after the anniversary of in- 
tifada, the uprising which began 
in the occupied territories in De¬ 
cember 1987, has already drawn 
large crowds at the United Na¬ 
tions headquarters in Geneva and 
New York. It will remain at the 
London Kufa Gallery until early 
January before travelling to 
Europe. 

The drawings were selected by 
Washington-based Palestinian 
artist, Kamal Boullata. Aware 
that the children were prohibited 
by the Israeli authorities from 
attending, school. Boullata sug¬ 
gested that .they might find an 
outlet for tKeir frustrations on 
paper. Within weeks he was 
overwhelmed by hundreds of 
artworks. Those selected repre¬ 
sent the core of the collection. 

Boullata points to three main 
themes which are reflected in the 
exhibition: the traditions of pas¬ 
toral life, the experience of every¬ 
day life under occupation, and 
faith in a vision of peace which 
the children have never known. 

The titles of the paintings are 
as revealing as the paintings 


themselves: Ploughing the Land; 
Women at the Village Fountain; 
A Walk in Grandfather's Olive 
Grove; Throwing Slones: Barri¬ 
cades; Protest Demonstration at 
Am'ari Refugee Camp; Tear Gas 
in my Eyes; Arresting my 
Brother Imad; Night Flight over 
Jerusalem; Palestinian Wedding. 
All capture the children's hopes 
and fears, as they struggle to put 
down on paper the often distres¬ 
sing experiences of their daily 
routine. 

In Tear Gas in My Eyes, eight- 
year-old Sahar Mansur depicts 
herself struggling to soothe her 
bright red burning eyes, following 
an Israeli anack on a demonstra¬ 
tion. Symbolically, she is dressed 
in a skirt made from the Palesti¬ 
nian flag. In the background, 
three of her friends continue their 
stone throwing activities, having 
not yet succumed to the effects of 
the gas. 

In ricking Lemons, 13-year-old 
Hani Rum man eh recalls harvest 
time in a peaceful, idyllic scene in 
which he tackles the task of col¬ 
lecting abundant fruit from laden 
trees. In Hunted by an Israeli 
Army Jeep , an Arab Horse Gal¬ 
lops in the Sun. 11-year-old 
Valentina Afif symbolically re¬ 
captures the legendary Arab 
steed, proud and fleet of foot, 
easily outrunning the pursuing 
jeep.-In its streaming mane.and 
tail, the horse bears Palestinian 
flags, an assertion of its own 
identity and that of its people. 

Though their world is bounded 
by war and occupation the chil¬ 
dren nevertheless seek out beauty 
and bright colours. The oppres¬ 
siveness of their existence is com¬ 
pensated by the use of vivid 
tones. Only the Israelis are seen 
in terms of dull metallic greys and 
with foreboding ruddy comple¬ 
xions. All aspects of Palestinian 
life are lovingly recreated in the 
finest detail. But so, too, are the 


nightmares: demolition of 
houses, beating of adults, wound¬ 
ing of children, arrests and de¬ 
portations. 

Yet there is hope, perhaps best 
encapsulated in Sahar Mansur’s 
Night Flight over Jerusalem, in¬ 
spired by the Prophet's miracu¬ 
lous journey from Mecca. Here a 
winged horse overflies mosques 
and churches, domes and spires, 
where candles burn and Christ¬ 
mas trees glow like symbols of 
eternal peace. 

In neighbouring Lebanon, the 
longing for peace is just as reui 
and the plight of its children 
living in fear"of war and destruc¬ 
tion just as poignant. They too 
are remembered in London at 
Christmas, during a special even¬ 
ing held by the British-Lebanese 
Association. 

A Children's Tour of Lebanon 
was a one-night event designed to 
remind Lebanese children, some 
of whom have never seen Leba¬ 
non, of the sights, sounds and 
even tastes of their native 
country. 

Special attractions include a 
performance of Christmas songs 
in English and Arabic by a group 
of handicapped Lebanese chil¬ 
dren on a sponsored tour of 
Britain, and songs and poems by 
London-based children. But the 
highlight is the performance of 
Oabke and traditional dance bv 
the Habib Wehbe Ensemble, a 
lively and competent group of 
children and young adults whose 
services were volunteered to 
make the evening a roaring suc¬ 
cess. 

In remembering their country, 
the London-based children are 
also encouraged to recall the 
plight of their peers. A film about 
children in Lebanon is included in 
the programme. Some of the 
funds raised from the event will be 
donated towards the needy 
— Academic File. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 si Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah G'tls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnighi 

Tel. 638968 


' JUT ' 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

Sv Tel: 661922 / 



/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight > 


To advertise in 
this section 



I1AKOTEL flD ||j£<|l|l= 



r-~■ r 2fxi “ n - V 5 1/- ■, ■ • - 35 s 

'■ Vi‘~’i "P”; - 

v&r; 


• : . 

: -/■ r, . .v. P: ,\ v:. 


Call 667171-6 
670141-4 

ext. 223 






CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURI9MO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

TrinhawayMnrka 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


L EVERY fcg 

DAY r 

PEOPLE m&MEEV 

MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

fls® 1 CALL US 


[|| Electrolux 


P.O.BOJC 025220 AMMAN 

3 Tel. 604671 £ 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


ttUOUM 


Td: 675571 


[Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


DIRTY DANCING 


Performances 3JU. 6:00,8:30.10:30 



THE OPPONENT 


Performances 3:30.6; IS, 8:30, IftW 



Faten Hamameh 
in 

Bitter Day... Sweet DAy i 

(Arabic) 

. Performances 3:30, 6:IU. 8:30,1(1:30 
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Gorbachev favours defence cuts, 
urges action on big state deficit 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
has said he favours reductions in defence spending as 
a key step to trim a large budget deficit that could 
threaten his sweeping reform programme. 


Speaking at a meeting with 
cultural representatives. Gor¬ 
bachev also issued new warnings 
to those officials bent on be railing 
' his “perestroika” programme to 
restructure Soviet society. 

In a lengthy speech, carried by 
’the TASS news agency, he called 
for tolerance of national senti¬ 
ment in some parts of the Soviet 
■ Union, but said a centralised sys¬ 
tem of government was still re¬ 
quired. 

Gorbachev acknowledged that 
previous Soviet leaders had com¬ 
mitted serious errors in paying 
insufficient attention to agricul¬ 
ture. light industry and services. 


Stark economic choices had to 
be made, he said, to reduce 
budget allocations in several ma¬ 
jor areas “not having a direct 
bearing on people's social 
needs." 

“The issue is so sharp that we 
must also look at what is to be 
done with defence spending," he 
said. “Initial studies show that we 
can reduce it.” 

Gorbachev said the budget de¬ 
ficit had been fuelled by neglect 
and particularly the drop in the 
price of oil. of which the Soviet 
Union is a major exporter. 

The cutback on tax-generating 
alcohol sales pushed the deficit by 


last year to 49 billion roubles ($83 
billion). The nine-year Soviet in¬ 
volvement in Afghanistan, the 
1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident 
and last month's earthquake in 
Armenia had exacerbated the 
problem. 

Gorbachev told his audience — 
editors, artists, composers and 
writers — that attacks on his 
leadership and programmes were 
commonplace both from con¬ 
servatives fearful of change and 
those who said his reform prog-' 
- ramme offered nothing concrete. 

“There are indeed problems in 
overcoming the brake on econo¬ 
mic and social and political de¬ 
velopment. New problems keep 
coming up and solutions aren't 
easy,” Gorbachev said. 

"We already have a fully-de¬ 


veloped idea of the society which 
we are moving towards... we 
have to continue working out our 
concept of a new aspect of social¬ 
ism. And we’re doing this now,” 
he emphasised. 

The Soviet leader has freely 
admitted in recent speeches that 
his economic reforms are not 
taking hold as he would wish, 
particularly in the key area of 
food distribution. 

Gorbachev also'addressed the 
current ethnic difficulties beset¬ 
ting the Soviet Union. 

“We need a strong centre." he 
said. “This is dictated by the 
nature of our economy and the 
federal nature of our govern¬ 
ment... without a strong centre 
this would take on an undesirable 
character and would simply be 
impossible.” 


World’s largest port fights to stay on top 


ROTTERDAM, Netherlands 
(AP) — From atop his mammoth 
crane. Jan De Jong lifts a 25-ton 
container from a freighter with a 
flick of his joystick, punches a 
code onto his'computer screen 
and delivers the cargo onto a 
railway car 200 metres away. 

“It's quite a change compared 
with 20 years ago.” the 49-year- 
old Dc Jong mused. “Getting 25 
tons of cargo from the hold would 
take us all day. Now it's just a 
matter of minutes.” 

The change in De Jong’s work¬ 
day routine reflects the 1980s 
transformation of Rotterdam, the 
world's biggest and busiest port, 
from a labour-intensive harbour 
operation into a digitalised logis¬ 
tics centre, where fewer and few¬ 
er people handle ever more 
cargo. 

City officials say the change has 
begun just in time to fend off the 
rival ports of Antwerp. Hamburg 
and Le Havre. All are preparing 
for the cutthroat competition ex¬ 
pected throughout Western 
Europe after national trade bar¬ 
riers are removed as part of the 
1992 market integration of the 
12-nation European Community 
(EC). 

The Dutch government's game 
plan is to make the Netherlands 
the main trading centre and tran¬ 
sit point for goods entering and 
•leaving northwestern Europe. 
Toward that end it has begun a 
large programme of subsidies and 


tax breaks to attract European 
headquarters and distribution op¬ 
erations of multinational com¬ 
panies. 

The Dutch scored a major suc¬ 
cess last year when the Japanese 
auto giant Nissan announced it 
would locate its European head¬ 
quarters in the Netherlands. 

The cicy of Rotterdam ear¬ 
marked one billion guilders ($500 
million) in the 1987-1992 period 
to further upgrade the 2,148- 
hectare (5,306-acre) port’s traffic 
radar and telecommunications 
network. New container termin¬ 
als and additional railway yards 
leading to the port’s 40 
kilometres of quays also are part 
of the project. 

“We need to put ourselves on 
the map again as a sophisticated 
link in the transport chain, espe¬ 
cially in our main market areas — 
Latin America, the United 
States, and‘the Far East,” Rotter¬ 
dam Mayor Bram Peper told the 
Associated Press. 

“In the 1970s, complacency set 
in. The prevailing opinion was 
that we were the biggest and the 
best — a god-given fact that 
wasn't believed subject to any 
change.” said the socialist mayor 
in a recent interview. 

Paradoxically, that period of 
smugness coincided with the 
worldwide economic slump that 
followed, the sharp rise in‘oil 
prices in 1973. 

Because of its huge volume of 
operations, Rotterdam, where 


the Rhine and Maas rivers flow 
into the North Sea. suffered less 
from that recession than other 
European ports. 

But another recession in the 
early 1980s brought a Western 
European industrial retrench¬ 
ment, shifts from heavy to light 
industry, and radical changes in 
transport needs that brought Rot¬ 
terdam's traditional bulk hand¬ 
ling operation to the verge of 
obsolescence. 

“There is a marked shift in the 
economic activity of Western 
Europe, a shift not only in what is 
being produced, but also in where 
it is being manufactured,” said 
Ron Van Harten of Rotterdam's 
Municipal Port Authority. 

From 1945 until the mid-1970s. 
Rotterdam's biggest single cus¬ 
tomer was West Germany’s Ruhr 
area, whose steel mills and huge 
chemical plants consumed vast 
quantities of iron ore. coal and 
petroleum shipped through Rot¬ 
terdam. 

But West Germany's economic 
centre of gravity has been drifting 
southward toward Bavaria's new 
computer and component fac¬ 
tories. 

Those high-tech sectors require 
quicker handling and delivery of 
small containerised loads, in¬ 
stead of the huge but slow bulk 
freighter shipments that made 
Rotterdam’s worldwide reputa¬ 
tion, according to Van Harten. 

The new high-tech industries 
are particularly sought after by 


this small nation eager to avoid 
worsening its environmental 
problems with pollution-generat¬ 
ing heavy industry. 

“We’re planning to lure high- 
tech industries to Rotterdam with 
our all-in package — transport, a 
sophisticated service sector such 
as banking and insurance, a good 
cultural environment.” Mayor 
Peper said. 

Heavily damaged by Nazi 
bombing during World War II. 
Rotterdam arose from the rubble 
of 1945 with a massive buildup of 
the port's bulk transit facilities, 
notably in the perroleum and 
chemicals sectors. 

The rapid reconstruction of the 
bomb-damaged city and the ex¬ 
tension of the port earned Rotter¬ 
dam the accolade “dynamo of the 
Dutch economy.” In less than 20 
years, the city surpassed New 
York as the world's busiest port. 
Last year, it handled 250 million 
tons of freight, more than 15 
times its 1948 total. 

The port city sees another chal¬ 
lenge in the channel tunnel, 
which will become a major trans¬ 
port route between Britain and 
southern Europe upon its com¬ 
pletion. scheduled for 1993. 

Experts predict the tunnel — 
and the new road-and-rail infras¬ 
tructure linking up to It — will 
shift European transport patterns 
southward. The channel's con¬ 
tinental end is near the French 
port of Dunkirk, 200 kilometres 
south of Rotterdam. 


’89 brings ‘socialist capitalism’ to Hungary 


•BUDAPEST (AP) — For Hun¬ 
gary. the new year brings the 
Soviet Bloc's first stock ex¬ 
change, new incentives for fore¬ 
ign investors and other economic 
.reforms that the Soviet Union is 
.eyeing with interest. 

Hungary began pioneering ex¬ 
periments unique to the East 
Bloc nearly three decades ago. 
By the 1970s, it boasted a small 
but dynamic private sector, 
vested managers of state-run en¬ 
terprises with power to turn a 
profit and offered many a stan¬ 


dard of living unequalled else¬ 
where in the Soviet Bloc. 

Economic experimentation 
continued into the I98Qs. result¬ 
ing in such unique wrinkles as the 
Soviet Bloc's first bond market. 
But critics now say such moves 
came too late and were too little 
to permit competition with more 
dynamic Western economies. 

By the 1985 the economy was 
moribund, characterised by a 
growing foreign debt, below-plan 
production, increasing govern¬ 
ment budget deficits and persis- 


LARGE APT SUPER LUXE 

— 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living, dining ETC... Carpet wall 
to wall. T.V. antenna with remote, telephone 2 lines, 
independent central heating. 3 entrances with verandas, 
garden with oriental pool. 

Pis call: (635194) Safwan from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


tent inflation. 

A leadership change last year 
swept away many of the more 
cautious old guard. Now politi¬ 
cians and economic experts are 
touting the “socialist market eco¬ 
nomy," envisaging reforms that 
come closer to Western-style 
capitalism. 

Moscow has encouraged 
Budapest in its reform drive, 
apparently anxious to see the 
result in this comparatively small 
country of 10.6 million before 
taking similar steps in the Soviet 
Union. 

Soviet Politburo member Alex¬ 
ander N. Yakovlev, at a 
Budapest news conference in 
November, chided Soviet jour¬ 
nalists for not covering Hunga¬ 
rian reforms more comprehen¬ 
sively. 

One of a number of planned 
new laws this year will allow the 


transformation of sate-owned en¬ 
terprises into companies issuing 
stock. Foreigners may hold up to 
100 per cent ownership in a 
Hungarian company, trade shares 
on the Hungarian Stock Ex¬ 
change and take advantage of tax 
breaks granted to investors. 

Entrepreneurs may employ up 
to 500 people and seek foreign 
financial backing by selling 
shares. 

The government, attempting to 
reduce a $17 billion debt — the 
Soviet Bloc's highest in per capit¬ 
al terms — has vowed to sell off 
at least five billion forints ($100 
million) worth of state property, 
in addition to reducing subsidies 
on both production and consumer 
goods and services. 

Restructuring the economy is 
vital both to domestic stability 
and foreign creditability. 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot gel a good education through Distance 
Education Some people believe that because you are getting your education 
through a correspondence school that you don't have to work for vour diploma or 
j mi degree Some people contuse "phony degree mils" wrth legitimate Distance 
Education Schools it you are one of these people, don't read any further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether 
attending a traditional college or studying by mail We are looking for people who 
will apply themselves and work hard to get the full value of the training that ICS 
offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful completion of a course 
accredited by the National Home Study Council, your guarantee of a quality edu¬ 
cation. If you take your education seriously and want to tram tor a ton career or 
improve your job skills lor advancement on your present | 0 b. ICS may have the 
ngnt career training for you. Choose from 45 career courses listed below. Select 
the one career field you would I'k? to tram for and indicate that choice in the cou¬ 
pon below. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We will send you a detailed 
course outli ne and tuition schedule by return Air Mail. There is no obligation. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS—NO OBLIGATION 


ICS 

SMCf 1UO 


ASSOCIATE IN 
SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 
50 BwsreM Management 
6T Account! raj 
60 Biomess Manaoonwt 
wth Demon in Marketing 
81 Business Management 
with option m France 
ASSOCIATE IN 
SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY DECREE 
PROGRAMS 

67 Electronics fechnotogv 
63 Crtui Engineering t*ji 
6Z Mechanical Era Tech. 

65 Electrical Eng Wi 


latuttianl Corre sp on d e nc e Schools. Oepi fzsip 
Box 1900. Scranton, Pennsylvania 10501, U.S A. 

CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


56 Computer Programming 
07 US Hi^ School Optoma 
S9 Cain mg Gourmet Coating 
20 Medical Dental Office Asst 

57 Microcomputer Rnair 
05 Hotel Restaurant Mont 
14 AirCofldiMtmig&fkfng. 
12 Interior Decorating 

51 Fashion Mercftanosino 
2S Motorcyde Repair 

52 Surveying &MxrcmO 
94 htnesi 5 Nutrition 
22 Wimble Conservation 
19 Veterinary Asssnm 
246 TV Radio Servicing 
2600 Butting Trades 
K36 General Susmess 
t44 practical Enghsh 


Get FREE Information— 

MAIL ENTIRE AO TODAY 

Write ta muter ef Me m came Put Mansis ygs. 
PtE*SE wont 

(i«n__ 

ADDRESS__ 

City SWT_ 

country_PWJSU, 


04 Auto Mechanics 
15 Bookkeeping 

02 Electronics 

2t Secretary 
06 Electrician 
29 RAce Sciences 
32 Art 

09 Legal Secretary 
55 these! Mechanics 
87 TV.VCR Repair 
03 Child Day Care 
35 Drafting 
35 Travel Agent 
2EQA Architecture 
26X Machine Shop 
i6i Engineering 

41 Journalism Snort 
Story Wnling 

40 Photography 

42 Dressmaking 


.ACL 


TO LET 

First floor of a villa furnished or unfurnished. 300 square metres, 
de luxe finishing, one master bedroom plus two bedrooms and 
one bathroom, spacious sitting and dining room and guests 
toilet, separate heating, lefephone. electricity and water supply. 
Location: Jubeiha opposite “Highway Supermarket," University 
of Jordan road. 

Please call telephone: 846912 


VACANCY AD 

A co. in Amman has the vacancy tor an executive secretary, 
graduate from Alwasfiyeh Centre. Fluent in English and Arabic 
with a minimum of 2 years experience. 

Mall C.V. to P.O. Box 910180 
Att: Management Dept 
Not later than Jan. 15, 1989 


-SHOPPING CENTRE FOR SALE - 

Mecca Street 

Located on two streets, 20 metres west and 20 metres south with 
a public park, car park to the east extending until Jaber 
Shopping Centre. 

The centre has been set up on rock ground of 2V4 dunum area 
approximately with two equal title deeds. One or half a title deed 
can be sold separately. 

Fees have been paid tor a six-storey building each of which with 
an area of approximately 1,800 nr” but the construction design 
shows that 12 storeys can be built. Only the basement is now 
built on 1,623 m 2 in area surmounted with a floor of stores of 
1,840 m 3 in area. 

A licence for occupancy has been issued by the Greater Amman 
Municipality, price according to cost 

N.B.: The project can be completed and utilised for 10 years or 
can be used in its present status in accordance with 
special arrangements to be worked out with owner. 

Contact the owner directly at Tel: 812184 

— - i 


Bankers recommend 
to fight international 


strict measures 

money-laundering 


ZURICH (R) — Western central 
bankers have joined the fight 
against international crime, 
urging banks to make it harder 
for criminals to disguise the ori¬ 
gins of their money. 

In a statement, a committee of 
bankers from 12 Western coun¬ 
tries said banks should insist on 
knowing the identity of their cus¬ 
tomers and should not handle 
suspicious transactions. 

“Money-laundering has be¬ 
come a matter of worldwide con¬ 
cern in the last few years,” said 
Werner Abegg. spokesman for 
the Swiss National Bank, which 
published the statement. 

“This is an appeal to banks to 
exercise a certain self-discipline 
in this area and to cooperate with 
the legal authorities,” he said. 

The statement was drafted by 


the Committee on Banking Reg¬ 
ulations and Supervisory Prac¬ 
tices. formerly known as the 
Cooke Committee. It urged 
banks to adopt higher ethical 
standards and to cooperate with 
police. 

“The committee considers that 
the first and most important safe¬ 
guard against money-laundering 
Is the integrity of banks' own 
managements and their vigilant 
determination to prevent their 
institutions becoming associated 
with criminals or being used as a 
channel. for money-laundering.” 
it said. 

Some investigators say banking 
secrecy laws in financial centres 
such as Switzerland and Luxem¬ 
bourg make them havens for the 
proceeds of crime. Money can be 
channelled through several 
accounts until it becomes im¬ 


possible to trace its origin. 

Both countries are enacting 
laws to make money-laundering a 
crime punishable by up to five 
years' imprisonment. 

Swiss Justice Minister Eli¬ 
sabeth Kopp resigned last month 
because of her husband's associa¬ 
tion with a company implicated 
by prosecutors in the country s 
worst money-laundering scandal. 

Luxembourg-based Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Internation¬ 
al (BCCI) is under indictment in 
Florida on charges of helping to 
launder profits from Colombian 
drugs. 

The committee's main recom¬ 
mendations are: 

— Banks should make reason¬ 
able efforts to determine the 
identities of customers and the 
ownership of accounts and safe 
deposits. They should not deal 


with customers who failed to pro¬ 
vide evidence of their identity. 

_Business should be con¬ 
ducted in accordance with high 
ethical srandards and Jaws should 
be obeyed. Banks should avoid 
transactions which they had good 
reason to suppose were associ¬ 
ated with money-laundering. 

— Banks should cooperate ful¬ 
ly with law enforcement author¬ 
ities. Banks which suspecied that 
money came from criminal activ¬ 
ity should take appropriate mea¬ 
sures. such as severing relations 
with the customer or dosing or 
freezing accounts. 

The Swiss National Bank and 
the Federal Banking Commission 
said the statement had been influ¬ 
enced by Switzerland’s own code 
of conduct and urged Swiss banks 
to comply with it. 


Big takeover battle looms for British GEC 

^ J _ f, irlHprl t 


LONDON (AP) — A consortium 
with possible foreign interests has 
been formed to bid for Britain's 
General Electric Co. (GEC) in 
what would be the country's 
largest takeover battle, reports 
said Sunday. 

The reports said the bid 
appears to be in reaction to the 
joint £1.7 billion (S3 billion) bid 
by GEC and West Germany’s 
Siemens A.G. for Plessey, a hold¬ 
ing company strong in com¬ 
munications. 

The British GEC is not related 
to the U.S. company of the same 
name. 

The Observer and the Sunday 
Times newspapers reported that 
the consortium, called Metsun 
Ltd., was announced Saturday 
and will be led by Sir Ohn Cuck- 
ney, the chairman of Westland 
PLC. 

The newspapers estimated the 
bid would have to be worth more 
than £6 to £7 billion ($11 to $12 
billion), making it Britain's 
largest takeover attempt, the 


newspapers reported. 

If successful, the consortium 
planned to break up GEC. Bri¬ 
tain's largest manufacturing com¬ 
pany and a leading maker of de¬ 
fence electronics, and sell it off. 
the Times said. 

Both reports noted the sensitiv¬ 
ity of foreign interest in such an 
important manufacturing com¬ 
pany. parricularly following the 
controversy over this issue sur¬ 
rounding Cuckney's company. 

The acquisition of Sikorsky, a 
U.S. helicopter maker, of a stake 
in Westland. Britain's only heli¬ 
copter builder, over rival Euro¬ 
pean bidders created a govern¬ 
ment controversy in 1986 in 
which two cabinet ministers res¬ 
igned. 

Michael Heseltine. who res¬ 
igned as defence secretary in 
opposition to the U.S. bid. said of 
the GEC issue: “It is unthinkable 
that such a strategic company on 
the leading edge of technology 
should pass into foreign hands 
without the widest issues of 


national interest being taken into 
account.” the Observer reported. 

Both newspapers quoted Lord 
Weinstock, managing director of 
GEC, as saying only: “We have 
to see the rabbit before we can 
shoot it.” 

Membership of the consortium 
has not been determined, but 
among possible members were 
the U.S.-British owned STC. 
Plessey. and the French electro¬ 
nics croup Thomson CSF, the 
reports said. The Observer said 
Plessey had been seeking part¬ 
ners for the consortium. 

Lord Keith, chairman of STC. 
told the Observer “at this time. 
STC is not part of any consor¬ 
tium. But I cannot say <rategor- 
ically that, next week, it might 
not be different.” 

The U.S. firms General Elec¬ 
tric and AT and T may join the 
consortium, both reports said. 

Lord Prior, chairman of GEC. 
resigned Saturday from the board 
of Barclays Bank, which is pro¬ 
viding financial backing, the 


Observer said. It added that 
GFO’s cash assets, amounting to 
•hundreds of millions" of pounds 
were removed from the bank. 

Lazard Brothers, a stock broking 
company, is arranging the bid and 
made the announcement of the 
consortium, the reports said. 

The announcement followed 
widespread rumours on the Lon¬ 
don Stock Exchange Friday about 
Plessey joining hands with 
another British concern to wage a 
counterbid for GEC. 

GEC stock closed four pence 
higher at 202 pence amid heavy 
trading, with a total of 16 million 
GEC "shares changing hands. 

Plessey shares advanced four 
pence to 228 pence after GEC- 
Siemens entered the market for 
the first time since launching their 
bid to purchase five million Ples- 
seey shares, less than one per 
cent of the total. 

GEC employs 157.000 people 
and has an annual turnover of 
£5.5 billion ($9 billion) with pre¬ 
tax profits of £700 million ($1.2 
billion). 


Inti devaluation couples 
more Peruvian austerity 


LIMA (AP) — The government 
Saturday devalued currency 28.5 
per cent and installed other au¬ 
sterity adjustments in a program¬ 
me it said was aimed boosting 
exports and controlling inflation. 

The Peruvian inti was devalued 
from 500 to 700 intis to the dollar, 
the price of basic foods was in¬ 
creased an average of 60 per cent 
and salaries for most workers 
were raised 30 per cent, accord¬ 
ing to the government paper La 
Cronica. 

The package, which took effect 
Saturday, is the third in a series of 
devaluations and austerity mea¬ 
sures since September aimed at 
controlling rampaging inflation, 
which hit an all time high of 1.722 
per cent last year. 

The official rate was 33 intis to 
the dollar before the September 
devaluation. 

Analysts said rocketing infla¬ 
tion coupled with a dramatic 
shrinkage of the economy last 
year, estimated at 8.4 per cent, 
have hit Peru's working class and 
its poor majority hardest. 

Unrest has mounted in the 
form of widespread labour strikes 
and shoppers have had to wait for 
hours in long lines to purchase 
basic foods, such as milk, bread 
and cooking oil. which have 


been in short supply since late last 
year. 

Analysts said the deteriorating 
economic situation and a relent¬ 
less eight-year ins urgency" by lef¬ 
tist guerrillas, have undermined 
government stability. Rumours of 
a pending military coup surged 
sporadically since the September 
austerity package. 

“This third package of mea¬ 
sures forms part of a policy to 
progressively reduce inflation, 
while promoting exports and 
slowly diminishing food sub¬ 
sidies,” Economy Minister Carlos 
Rivas said in announcing the 
programme. 

He has predicted the 1988 in¬ 
flation figure will be cut half this 
year. 

Independent economists said 
the programme has not gone far 
enough in reducing the govern¬ 
ment's heavy spending policies 
and forecast inflation this year of 
at least 6,000 per cent. 

Peru’s economic woes began to 
mount late in 1987 when the 
reserves evaporated and the gov¬ 
ernment continued its program¬ 
me, despite a widening fiscal and 
trade deficits, a cutback in invest¬ 
ment and lack of fresh loans to 
bolster dollar reserve funds. 


GIB predicts OPEC 
recapturing half of world 
oil market in six years 


BAHRAIN (R) — OPEC will 
regain control of half the world 
oil market within a decade if it 
sticks to its policy of restrained 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


production for a few more years, 
the Gulf International Bank 
(GIB) has predicted. 

Bank economist Henry Azzam 
said in a monthly report that 
growing demand for oil and de¬ 
clining supplies from non-OPEC 
states would help the group boost, 
its current share of the oil mar¬ 
ket, 
cent. 

“If OPEC continues to follow a 
policy of restrained production, 
targeting a certain market share 
and maintaining oil prices mod¬ 
erately low for a few more years, 
the structural changes... taking 

“In about six to seven years 
from now, OPEC will be able to 
capture once again 50 per cent of 
the world market with every in¬ 
cremental barrel consumed as a 
result of increased world demand 
in effect being produced by 
OPEC,” he said. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Consists of 4 bedrooms, lounge, salon, dining, central heating, 
servant room, garage and garden. 

Area of house is 350 square metres. Imported deluxe furniture. 
Location; Seventh Circle. Abdullah Ghoshe Street. 

Call tel: 821058 

Notice: Rent for six months only 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Italy opens commercial centre In Dubai 

DUBAI (R) — Italy has opened a trade centre in Dubai, its fifth in 
the Gulf. “With the start of peace in the region it has become 
necessary to develop trade.” said Marsilio Engihlaizi. head of 
Italy's Foreign Trade Authority, in a reference to the ceasefire in 
the Iran-Iraq war last August. Dubai, the second largest of the 
United Arab Emirates, signed an economic and technical coopera¬ 
tion agreement with Italy in 1984. Italy also has commercial centres 
in Iran. Iraq. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Europeans stress fighting smugglers 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch. Belgian and West German police 
have agreed to step up their fight against smuggling of stolen cars, 
sometimes to other continents. Rotterdam police spokesman Hans 
Stoop has said police from Hamburg, Bremen and Antwerp held 
talks with colleagues in the Dutch city after investigations showed 
these ports were often used by gangs smuggling cars out of Europe. 
French and Italian police would be asked to "join in the fight, he 
said. More than one million cars were stolen in Europe every year. 
Many were shipped to the United States. Surinam. Ghana, 
Nigeria. Lebanon and several East Bloc countries. 

Italians lose riches to Britons 

MILAN (AP) — In a development sure to hurt national pride, 
Italy has slipped behind Britain in the lists of the world's richest 
countries, according to a report by the National Statistics Institute. 
The institute, known as 1ST AT, has said that Italy lost the fifth 
place on the list, which it had gained in 1987 to a chorus of 
nationalistic fervour. In the ISTAT lists. Britain edged Italy 803.7 
to 803.6 in the “standings” of the richest nations of the free world, 
which consider average purchasing power. Since statistics are less 
than an exact science and are subject to variable inputs, Italians can 
^“appeal to a 1987 list issued by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in which Italy is well ahead of Britain in the Gross National 
Product, expressed in billion of dollars and computed on average 
exchange rates of the lira and pound in 1987. In the IMF survey 
Italy is listed fifth, with $758.1 billion, compared with $669.5 billion 
for Britain, placed sixth. 

Sotheby’s reports 27.5% rise in sales 
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Diamond sales sparkled in 1988 

LONDON (R) —- World diamond sales rose to a record last veai 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, Jan. 8. 1989 

Central Bank official rates 

- 


U.S. dollar 
Pound ^icrline 
PcuUchcraark 
Swiss franc 

B| V Sea French franc 

48! .n 4 jn n Japanese yen (tor 100) 

854.4 8587 

264.5 s Swedish crown 

3J0.6 llalian lira I for 10 °) 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

77.6 

379J 

234.7 

77.2 

36.1 

126,2 

78.0 

381.2 

235.9 

77.6 

36.3 

126.8 
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Sports 



Nebiolo resigns 


ROME (A?) — Prime Nebiolo, 
credited with helping restore die 
popularity of international track 
.and-field, announced his resigna¬ 
tion Saturday as the chairman of 
Italy’s track federation. 

Tire move came after a series of 
■scandals that prompted criticism 
. of his leadership. 

“This was aplanned decision: 

, everyone knows how tied I am to 
track,” he told reporters after 
presenting his resignation at a 
mee ting of the ruling council of 
FIDAL, the national track fed¬ 
eration. 

“I will treasure the memory of 
many beautiful things, of projects 
carried out and great results, dar¬ 
kened but Dot erased by some 
negative moments.” 

• Augusto Frasca, chief of the 
press office of FID AT., the 
. national track federation, said the 
■ resignation had been expected 
and would take effect Feb. 8 . 

Nebiolo, a 64-year-old indus¬ 
trialist, is also president of the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation, track's world gov¬ 
erning body. 

He has been hailed as the 
savior of track and field for his. 
success in promoting the sport 
internationally and bringing it 
money. On Dec. 11, he was 
re-electe d to a four-year term as 
head of FIDAL. 

But calls for his resignation 
began after a long jump was fixed 
at the world track and field cham¬ 
pionships in Rome in 1987 and 
grew louder during investigation 
of alleged fina ncial wrongdoings 
involving FIDAL officials. 

The FEDAL ruling council said 
in a statement that it unanimously 
accepted Nebiolo’s resignation, 
which it said was “made to help 
resolve the problems that have 
gripped Italian track.” 


It added that the council “ex¬ 
presses complete solidarity with 
the president and thanks him for 
his total commitment and for the 
great accomplishments realised in 
his years as president of the fed¬ 
eration.” 

Frasca said the FIDAL ruling 
council would hold another meet¬ 
ing on or before May 7 to choose 
a new chairman. He said a date 
had not yet been set. 

Nebiolo was questioned in 
November by Roman magistrates 
probing alleged abuses involving 
a contract signed in 1980 by the 
Italian track federation and In¬ 
sport, a privately run company 
which was given state funds and 
sponsorship money for promoting 
track in Italy. 

Anonino Vinci, the deputy 
state prosecutor who questioned 
Nebiolo, said the FIDAL chair¬ 
man was summoned to give testi¬ 
mony as a witness. 

The allegations prompted the 
Italian Olympic committee, or 
CONI, to threaten to appoint a 
commissioner to head FIDAL. 

A leading figure in the case is 
Luciano Barra, t he powerful 
secretary-general of FIDAL, who 
resigned last year in the wake of 
an international scandal involving 
the 1987 world championships. 

An independent panel found 
that FIDAL officials had fixed 
the results of the men's long jump 
at the championships so that Ita¬ 
lian Giovanni Evangelisti took 
the bronze medal.-Nebiolo was 
not named among the conspir¬ 
ators but was criticised for not 
taking quicker action after re¬ 
ports of the fix. 

■ Investigators probing the latest 
scandal want to learn if there 
were illegalities connected to 
funding track promotion in Italy. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


TOO CLEVER BY HALF 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
4 A 2 
■7 7 5 
<> A 10 4 
* AJ 9 7 5 3 
EAST 


WEST 

* Q 10 6 4 
C 8 6 3 

0 9 7 5 

* Q 10 2 


* 9 

9 A K Q 10 4-2 
O J 63 
*864 


SOOTH 

* KJ 8 7 5 3 
9 3 9 

C K Q 82 

* K 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 * 

1 9 

1 ft 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

2 0 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

4 ft 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



Opening lead: Eight of 9 
Sometimes it doesn't pay to be 
too clever. You can alert a percep¬ 
tive declarer to wonder what's going 
on, and he might come up with the 
right answer. 

Note North's bidding. Since the 
auction marked his partner with at 
least five spades. North saw no rea¬ 
son to rebid his clubs another time. 
Instead, he took preference to his 
partner’s first suit, and South Deed¬ 
ed no further-urging to contract for 
game—knowledge that his partner 
had something in - spades was 


enough. 

West led the top of his hearts to 
his partner's queen, and East con¬ 
tinued with the king as West pro¬ 
duced the six. Had East simply 
exited with a minor-suit card, de¬ 
clarer would surely have been de¬ 
feated—he would have won, cashed 
the ace of spades and continued 
with a tramp. When East failed to 
follow, declarer would have had no 
way-to recover j - he Would'inevitably 
have had to lose two trump tricks. 

However, East elected to try to 
weaken declarer’s trump holding by 
continuing with a third heart/giving 
declarer a ruff-sluff he did not 
need. Declarer ruffed in hand, and 
began to ask himself why East had 
adopted such an unusual defense. 
He came to the conclusion that West 
was trying to protect his partner’s 
trump tricks. 

Declarer continued with a spade 
to the ace, and East's nine strength¬ 
ened declarer's suspicions. Backing 
his card-reading skill, declarer 
cashed the king-of clubs and three 
rounds of diamonds, ending in 
dummy. He discarded a diamond on 
the ace of dubs and ruffed a dub. 
Now declarer exited with the eight 
of spades. West won with the ten, 
but he had to lead from his queen 
into declarer's K-J tenace, so South 
had his ten tricks. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“If you’d hug me once every seven 
minutes we would cut our heating 
bill by 25%.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramoie these four JumbJes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NIHKT 


TTTl 

□ 

□ 


INVEX 



□ 

□ 

□ 



SMEFLY 



u 

u 



FAISAR 


rc 

u 

u 


WHAT THE’ 

| FISHERMAN'S. GKOSS 
INCOME WAS- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


toner If 11 H ^ S ITT XJ “CEO” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumttfls: SNOWY CATCH INLAID GYRATE 
Answer. How the miser got rich—THE “HOARD" VWY 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Swedes lead after Salonen ditched 

KARLSTAD (AP) — A disastrous ditching on one of the final 
special stages Saturday cost leading ex-world champion Time 
Salonen of Finland a half hour on the second stage of the Swedish 
rally. A quartet of Swedes in hot pursuit took over the lead anid 
were vying for the first home victory in five years over the Finns, 
while Salonen dropped to a dismal Uth spot. 

Nigeria beats Gabon 1-0 in qualifier 

ENUGU, Nigeria (R) — Nigeria shrugged off a host of problems 
to beat Gabon 1-0 in their World Cup African Group C soccer 
match Saturday. Wole Odegbami scored in the fifth minute to 
delight a capacity 50,000-strong crowd after weeks of problems 
for the Nigerians in the build-up the second round qualifying 
match. Their technical manager. West German-born Manfred 
Hoener, disappeared after accusing the Nigerian Football Asso¬ 
ciation (NFA) of failing to arrange for Nigerian professionals 
playing abroad to play in the tie. 

William and Mary trounces Japanese all-stars 

• 

YOKOHAMA (AF) — William and Maiy, a U.S. college 
football team, scored nearly every time it had the ball and shut 
down die Japanese all-star team, roaring to a 73-3 victory Sunday 
in the rain-soaked Epson Ivy Bowl. Both sides agreed that the 
Japanese were hurt by the problem of quickly trying to build 
teamwork among players from different schools. "All our passes 
were incomplete because of the rain and slippery ball and there 
was no harmony and tuning between the passers and receivers,” 
Japanese coach Mildo Shinotake said. Adding a little extra to the 
scoring show for the Japanese spectators, William and Mary's 
Steve Christie kicked a 50-yard field goal in the second quarter on 
one of the rare occasions when the American's drive bogged 
down. 

Tabletennis—Asia rally against Europe 

KOTA KINABALU (R) — Asia rallied from behind to take a 2-1 
lead after the first leg of the Europe-Asia men's tabletennis 
championship Saturday night while the women's teams drew 1-1. 
Trailing 0-1 after Friday night, Asian men's team three beat 
Europe’s team two 5-1 and Asian team two beat Europe team 
three 5-2 to take the lead over the defending champions. Taiwan's 
Wu Wen chi a earned valuable points for the Asian men by 
upsetting Sweden's world number six Jorgen Persson 22-20,21-15 
and crushing Britain's Desmond Douglas 21-11, 21-10. 

Game Borg set to meet his match 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Former tennis star Bjorn Borg has asked r 
Italian singer Loredana Berte to many him, and she has accepted, r 
Swedish newspapers reported Saturday. “Loredana and I are 
marrying Feb. 26, in Milan. It will be a Catholic church wedding. 
Afterwards we shall live in Sweden,” the Aftonbladet daily 
quoted the 32-year-old Swede as saying. Borg, who quit profes¬ 
sional tennis after w innin g five consecutive Wimbledon-titles 
1976-1980, earlier was married to Romanian-born tennis-player 
Mariana Simionescu. In 1984 he met Jannike Bjorling, a Swedish 
girl, then 17 years old. About a year later she gave birth to their 
son Robin. They lived together until 1987. 

Soviet Red army team downs Whalers 6-3 

HARTFORD (AP) — Evgeny-Davydov. Alexei Gusarov and 
Sergei Nemchinov scored in a 1:26 span midway through the first 
period to lead the Soviet Central Red Army to a 6-3 victory over 
the Hartford Whalers Saturday. Davydov snapped a 1-1 tie with a 
breakaway goal at 9:22. Gusarov, connected at 9:59 from the blue 
line cm'.'a screen ’an'd Nemchinov' scored frbm'the-right post at ' 
10:48. The Red Army led 4-1 "after the first period. Valeri 
Zelepukhin, Alexander Chernykh and Vyatcheslav Bytov also 
scored for the Red Army, which outshot Hartford 29-17. Ray 
Ferraro had a role in the three Hartford goals, scoring one and 
assisting on goals by Torrie Robertson and John Anderson. 
Hartford played without its top two scorers, Kevin Dineen and 
Ron Francis, who were injured. 

Brazil retains slim chance 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Brazil thrashed Saudi Arabia 8-0 In a 
group B match of die first World Indoor soccer championship 
Saturday, retaining a small chance of going through to the next 
round after Friday's surprise defeat by Hungary. The Brazilians 
got two goals each from Sergio Benatti. Carlos Toca and Neimar 
Valadares. But they face a tough test in their final group B game 
Sunday when they meet Spain, who are already sure of 
qualification after beating Hungary 5-3 for their second win. With 
Hungary faring the Saudis in their last game for what should be an 
easy victory, Brazil will need a big win to qualify ahead of 
Hungary on goals. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE Daily Crossword by Joanne WAson 


ACROSS 
1 Move slowly 
6 Too bod I 
10 Fr. coins 

14 Penthouse 

15 IL resort 
78 Soprano 

Berger 

17 Artist Andrew 

18 Baseball name 

19 Orient 

20 Barker’s spiel? 
23 "The Beverly 

Hillbillies" 

role 

26 Ruler: abbr. 

27 Teutonic: 
abbr. 

28 Nanking 
nanny 

29 Cave dweller 
32 Trees 

34 Chevalier's 
flH? 

35 Kitchen tool 

37 Author Harte 

38 Puzda 
theme 

38 Musical work 
43 FoU 

45 - Major 

46 Yens 

49 Explosive 

51 Eet with 
cere 

52 Tchrs.' gp. 

53 Oolong 
55 Give In 
57 Medieval 

talent scout? 
61 Comics' Kett 
82 Valley 
63 Garments 

67 Gael 

68 Writer 
Wlesel 

69 to be 
Hone" 

70 Comer 

71 School VIP 

72 Saw 

DOWN 

1 Corn Hold cry 

2 Alvkio of 
musk 

3 Exist 



§1988 Tri&urt* Maaia Swims, 
All Nanis FtesarvM 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


4 Halloween 
Job? 

5 Composer 
Franz 

6 Author Milne 

7 Tiger or calla 

8 Clay brick 

9 Close one? 

10 Wise, one 

11 Fruit 

12 Invisible 

13 Deni-gods 

21 Take Irom 

22 Church area 

23 Door part 

24 Bedouin 
prince 

25 -Domesticate 

30 Turk, title 

31 Assignation 42 
33 Relatives of a 44 

newborn? 48 
36 So be Ft 47 

38 Saved . . 48 

40 —dieu 50 

(praying stool) 54 

41 Secondhand 


nnnnn no \m orann 
notion onno nnno 
uauna naononmoo 
Honnno nano rang 
nonao noaaaaa 
noon nnonnon 
noil nnaa aaonaa 
onooH ncin □□cinra 
nonnora nnna non 
ononnoa onan 
noonnao noraon 
oho I30H0 onnninn 
noonanonio onfiia 
nnnn anno nnnnn 
nona cuana nnnna 


Fill 

Nerve network 
Introduce 
Vacillate 
Royal home 
Make lace 

"...thereby 
hangs —” 


56 Polishing 
powder 

58 London gallery 

59 Lamb 

60 Observed 

64 Cote sound 

65 Seh. sub]. 

66 Jeanne e.g. 


Paris-Dakar Rally 

Toss of coin decides frontrunner 


PARIS (R) — French car makers Peugeot Redded 
the probable winner of the 1989 Paris-Dakar rally on 
the toss of a coin Saturday with six days and 4,000 
kins still to drive. 




VmFB T3»- 


Fiim Ari Vatanen, who like his 
team-mate Jacky lckx was some 
fwo hours ahead of the field, was 
selected as Peugeot's number one 
driver. 

Belgian lckx, the overall leader 
by five minutes after Saturday's 
stage,*was ordered by team chiefs 
to ease off and let Vatanen move 
ahead, ending a duel between the 
two men. 

International Motorsports Fed¬ 
eration (FISA) president Jean- 
Marie Balestre reacted angrily. 
"The decision makes Peugeot 
look ridiculous as a company and 
makes the race look stupid,” he 
said 

Peugeot chief Jean Todt said 
that with such a big gap after 
Saturday's 641-km stage in Niger 
from Niamey to Gao, the team 
wanted to safeguard its expecta¬ 
tions of winning by eliminating 
competition between its two 
drivers. 


"A 10-franc coin decided it 
because at the end of this stage at 
Gao Ari and Jacky drove fast, too 
fast when they’ve got a two-hour 
advantage,” Todt told French tele¬ 
vision. 

“I think everyone knows that 
Peugeot is racing for the corpo¬ 
rate image, to promote the cars, 
and if we left them to drive fast, if 
there had been a serious accident 
or one of them had to abandon, 
no-one would have understood,” 
he added. 

The only way to prevent 
Vatanen winning now is for 
another driver to make up the 
two-hour gap. 

Rally organiser Gilbert Sabine 
also condemned the move. "I'm 
very sad to see the Paris-Dakar 
turned into a Paris-Gao. I'd liked 
to have seen Peugeot, who have 
won this rally twice, come away 
with a bit more panache,” he 
said. 


Provisional Overall Standings: 


1. Ickx/Tarin 15 hours, 02 minutes and 52 seconds 

2. Vatanen/Bergiund five minutes and eight seconds behind 

3. Tambay/Lemoyoe 2:09.43 

4. M Tjisterman/K Tjrsterman (Netherlands) Mitsubishi 4:58.03 

5. Freqndin/Fenonil 5:33.01 

6. Jean-Pierre Fonlenay/Bruno Musmara (France) Mitsubishi 
5:48.44 

7. Gerard Sarrazm/Gerard Trouble (France) Toyota 5:53.28 

8 . Ken Sftinozuka/H. Magne (Japan/France) Mitsubishi 6:07.39 

9. Prieto/Juncosa 6:24.08 

10. S. Servia (no co-driver) (Spain) Land Rover 6:41.57 


Balestre pledged to take mea¬ 
sures to stop factory team partici¬ 
pating in major rallies. "This is not 
a sport for financial and industrial 
interests, it's a man's sport,” he 
srid. 

* The Peugeot decision means 
that if, for example, Vatanen 
suffered a puncture, lckx would 
have to give him a wheel from his 
own car. 

Vatanen said be disagreed with 
the move. “I was against it, but 
it's their decision.” 

But lckx, who had a five-mi¬ 


nute lead over Vatanen, was 
graceful in defeat: “Jean Todt 
had no other alternative than to 
make a choice. It would have 
been stupid to let the two top 
drivers go faster than was 
needed.” 

Vatanen won Saturday's stage 
despite rolling his car twice in the 
Niger Desert. Passing motorcyc¬ 
lists helped him to right his 
Peugeot 405. 

lckx finished five minutes later 
and Patrick Tambay was 18 mi¬ 
nutes behind the Finn in his 
Mitsubishi. 


Sukova soars to title 


BRISBANE (AP) — Helena 
Sukova ended an lS-month spell 
without a tournament victory by 
beating Brenda Schultz of the 
Netherlands 7-6 (8-6). 7-6 (8-6) 
Sunday in the final of the 
S150,000 Danone Australian 
women’s hard court tennis cham¬ 
pionships. 

The tall, top-seeded Czech 
player, ranked eighth in the 
world, took two hours, eight mi¬ 
nutes to subdue ninth-seeded 
Schultz, the Wimbledon junior 
champion. 

Sukova. whose last Virginia 
Slims series victory came at East- 
borne in 1987, recorded her third 
success in Australia in a month. 

She led Czechoslovakia to vic¬ 
tory in the Federation Cup team 
event in Melbourne in December 
and then teamed with compatriot 
Miloslav Mecir to win the Hop- 
man Cup exhibition team event m 
Perth earlier this month. 

Sukova's win was watched by 
her father, Czech Tennis Federa¬ 
tion president Cyril $uk% who had 
never wfitcHed Ins' daughter non a 
tournament. 

"I hit with my father all week 
and it paid off,” Sukova said. 

gukova also won the same 
tournament in 1984. 

Schultz had set points in both 
sets, but although she hit the ball 
with tremendous power she Jack¬ 
ed Sukova's composure on the 
crucial points. 

Schultz led 6-5 in the first set 
tie-break and had another set 
point in the 10th game of the 
second set, but oveT-hit hit on 
both occasions. 

Both sets were battles of attri¬ 
tion with Schultz whipping the 
ball across court and unleashing 
countless powerful forehands, 
keeping Sukova pinned to the 
baseline. 

"1 knew she was going to hit 


the ball that hard," Sukova said. 
'‘She hits so hard and so deep it 
was difficult getting to the net.” 

Schultz was given a code viola¬ 
tion warning in the seventh game 
of the second set after squander¬ 
ing three break points on Suko¬ 
va's serve. 

She kept her cool to hold serve 
and forced the match to a second- 
tie-break in which she saved three 
match points before finally suc¬ 
cumbing to a relentlessly consis¬ 
tent opponent. 

Sukova earned $25,000 for her 
victory. Schultz, ranked 40th in 
the world, collected $12,750. 

The tournament was one of 
several warm-up events for the 
Ford Australian Open, which will 
be played from Jan. 16-29 at the 
National Tennis Centre in Mel¬ 
bourne. 


Qingwu’s win startles 


HONG KONG (R) — Surprise 
finalist Zhang Qingwu completed 
an unexpected march to glory 
Sunday when he beat fellow- 
Chinese defending champion 
Xiong Guobao to win the men’s 
singles final at the $150,000 
Grand Prix badminton finals. 

Zhang, 26, overcame the nor- 
mally-consistent Xiong 10-15, 15- 
4, 15-8 to clinch his first Grnad 
Prix title. “It’s a great feeling to 
win,” he said. “Xiong’s strength 
went during the second game.” 

World champion Han Aiping 
captured the women's singles 
crown and two further victories in 
the doubles enabled China to 
.carry off all but one of the five 

fi nals . 

China’s attempt to sweep all 
five titles was foiled by Malaysian 
brothers Jalani and Razif Sidek, 


who won the men’s double. 

Zhang, who lost to Morten 
Frost of Denmark in the group 
matches, owed his semifinal 
appearance to an unexpected 
Frost defeat by Indonesia's Eddy 
Kuraiawan. 

“I thanked Eddy after the 
match,” said Zhang. "Without 
him I would not even have 
reached the semifinal.” 

Han avenged two previous de¬ 
feats by South Korean youngster 
Lee Young-Suk to take the 
women's singles crown 11-1,11-5. 

Han was in a determined mood 
as the 18-year-old deserted her 
norm! aggressive game for a cau¬ 
tious approach. 

“If she had played the way she 
did in the semifinal against Li 
Lingwei it would have been a 
better match,” said Han. 


Tyson vows regular fights 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mike 
Tyfcotivowtid Saturday to be the 
MKe iVsbU of old ‘—'at‘feast 
when it comes‘to boxing . 1 

Tyson, who has not had a fight 
in seven months, said he intends 
to begin fighting regularly again, 
and wants to fight every two 
months on a world tour after 
meeting Frank Bruno on Feb. 25 
in Las Vegas. 

“When I have these long 
layoffs 1 get in trouble," said 
Tyson, whose last fight was a 
91-second knockout of Michael 
Spinks last June. "After this 
fight, I’m going to continue fight¬ 
ing every eight weeks or so.” 

Tyson said he wanted to "tour 
the whole world, maybe go to 
Asia” in a series of figbts he 
wants handled by promoter Don 
King, his latest "adviser." 

Tyson appeared lighter and 
was in good spirits during an 


hour-long talk with a handful of 
1 reporters gathered in a suite at 
thb‘ Las Vegas Hilton; where he 
will fight Bruno. 

Tyson touched only briefly on 
his well-publicised estrangement 
with wife Robin Givens and the 
allegations by Givens that he beat 
her while they lived together. 

*Tm just.a normal guy,” the 
22-year-old said. “I’m not a 
tyrant, I just don’t take garbage. I 
want to run my household just 
like you want to run your house¬ 
hold. I’m going to live the way I 
want to live anyway." 

King was at Tyson’s side 
throughout the session, but the 
heavyweight champion answered 
his own questions seldom defer¬ 
red to the promoter, who he 
wants to handle the world tour. 

"Mike Tyson is the boss," said 
King. "Whatever Mike Tyson 
wants to do. Til formulate it.” 


Tyson is currently engaged in a 
lawsuit with his estranged mana¬ 
ger Bp Cayton, whom he 'and 
King want-cut out of the picture. 
Tyson is scheduled to give deposi¬ 
tions Monday and Tuesday in the 
suit. 

Cayton negotiated the contract 
for the Bruno fight, which was 
originally supposed to be In Lon¬ 
don but was moved to the United 
States after five different delays 
because Tyson did not want to 
fight out of the country. 

Although Tyson will receive 
more than $8 million for the 
Bruno fight, he expressed dis¬ 
satisfaction with the purse, in an- 
apparent allusion to Cayton. 

"Somebody made a bad deal,”' 
Tyson said. “Luckily it wasn’t a' 
bad deal made when I was starv¬ 
ing for money. After this fight, 
it's a whole different deal." 
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World News 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — The African National Con¬ 
gress (ANC) said Sunday it planned to dismantle 
guerrilla camps in Angola to support peace accords 
aimed at ending the conflicts in Namibia and 
Angola. 



ANC to close Angola camps 


Cuba. South Africa and Ango¬ 
la signed agreements in New 
York last month binding South 
Africa to give independence to 
Namibia and providing for a 
phased withdrawal of 50.000 
Cuban troops from Angola. 

ANC President Oliver Tambo 
said in a statement marking the 
77th anniversary of the founding 
of the organisation, which is 
fighting to end white domination 
in South Africa, that the accords 
constituted "an advance of great 
strategic significance" for South¬ 
ern Africa. 

“It is against this background 
that the African National Congress. 


in consultation with the fraternal 
government of the People's Re¬ 
public of Angola and other 
friendly Afncan countries, has 
readily agreed to move our milit¬ 
ary personnel from Angola so as 
not to allow the racists (South 
Africans) and their allies to use 
the presence of ANC military 
facilities as an excuse for blocking 
or otherwise delaying the process 
now in motion." he stated. 

He did not indicate where the 
fighters would be moved to but 
said the ANC’s fight would con¬ 
tinue and be intensified. 

“The armed struggle is more 
vital than ever before.../'Tambo 


said. “Our approach must be that 
of militant mass defiance/' he 
added. 

Sources close to the ANC told 
Reuters dismantling of the mili- 
tay camps had already begun 
because alternative bases had 
been found. They did not say 
where the new camps were being 
established. 

Pretoria had demanded the re¬ 
moval of ANC camps from Ango¬ 
la during U.S.-brokered talks 
which began last May and re¬ 
sulted in the December peace 
accords. 

The first contingent of Cuban 
troops is expected to leave for 
home Tuesday while a U.N.- 
supervised Namibian independ¬ 
ence process is scheduled to begin 
April 1. 

The Cubans have been fighting 
alongside Angolan government 
forces since 1975 against right- 
wing rebels of UN ITA — the 


National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola — 
which is backed by the United 
States and South Africa. 

Pretoria has ruled mineral-rich 
Namibia, which borders Angola, 
for 73 years- In recent years it has 
defied* U.N. demands for the 
territory's independence. 


Pullout verification 


To verify Cuba’s withdrawal of 
its soldiers from Angola, the Un¬ 
ited Nations “will trust the in¬ 
formation given by both coun¬ 
tries" about the troop pullout, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

“The two countries are allies — 
there is no reason to mistrust 
them," said Pericles Ferreira 
Gomes, a Brazilian brigadier 
general who is commanding the 
U.N.’s Angola verification mis¬ 


sion in Luanda.^ Angola. 

Gomes said in an interview 
with the New York Times, pub¬ 
lished in the newspaper's Sunday 
editions, that the United Nations’ 
verification of whether Cuba is 
withdrawing its troops as prom¬ 
ised will be based on trust. 

When asked how he would be 
able to verify wherher Cuba had 
completely withdrawn its forces 
by July 1.1991. as required by the 
agreement, Ferreira said: "When 
they tell us there are no more 
troops, we will tell the United 
Nations that they have gone. 

“We will trust the information 
given by both countries. It would 
not be normal for two countries to 
sign an agreement and not to 
fulfill it.” 

Under its U.N. mandate. Fer¬ 
reira’s mission “is to verify the 
redeployment northward and tot¬ 
al withdrawal of Cubans from 
Angola." the Times reported. 


130 states to attend 
Hirohito’s funeral 


Lean and mean 


TOKYO IAP) — .An elaborate 
state funeral for Japan's late 
Emperor Hirohito Feb. 24 is ex¬ 
pected to draw dignitaries from 
130 nations, but the event hon¬ 
ouring the nation's longest-reign¬ 
ing monarch will not be a forum 
for "funeral diplomacy/’ a gov¬ 
ernment official said Sunday. 

Hirohito’s body, wrapped in a 
white doth, was placed in a coffin 
Sunday at the Fukiage Palace 
where he died Saturday of intes¬ 
tinal cancer at age 87. 

Japan’s longest-reigning 
monarch will rest at three loca¬ 
tions on the wooded imperial 
palace grounds during the 48 days 
before his funeral at a 60-hectare 
landscaped garden in Tokyo, the 
site of his father's funeral 62 years 
ago. according to a tentative 
schedule by the Imperial House¬ 
hold Agency. 

Among the 21 burial rites to be 
performed are ceremonies to 
purify the mausoleum where 
Hirohito will be buried, enshrine 
his spirit and mark the departure 
of his hearse from the palace for 
the funeral site. 

According to Japanese custom, 
the imperial household staff, and 
possibly members of Hirohito's 
family," will keep a constant vigil 
by his body from the 13th day of 
his death until the funeral. 

Dignitaries from about 130 na¬ 
tions were expected to attend the 
ceremony, which will be based on 
the native Shinto religion and 
presided over by the new Emper¬ 
or Akihito. 


"The Japanese people will be 
very happy if some high-ranking 
representatives are sent from 
other countries,’’ a Foreign 
Ministry official told reporters. 
“But we have no intention of 
utilising the occasion for any so- 
called 'funeral diplomacy’.” 

The Kyodo News Service re¬ 
ported. however, that meetings 
between Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita and foreign leaders 
attending the funeral will be 
arranged by the ministry. 

King Baudouin I and Queen 
Fabiola of Belgium have con¬ 
firmed they will attend the state 
funeral. 

Security will be a major con¬ 
cern. and security measures will 
be comparable to those at the 
1986 Tokyo summit of industrial 
democracies, said the ministry 
official. 

The Japanese cabinet approved 
the Feb. 24 funeral date Sunday, 
the first in a long line of state and 
palace procedures to prepare for 
Hirohiio's burial, expected to be 
attended by about 10,000 people. 

Takeshita will serve as chair¬ 
man of a special committee to 
oversee preparation for the 
funeral, with Feb. 24 expected to 
be made a national holiday. 

Palace officials released a long 
list of imperial rites, some elabo¬ 
rate. others simple, leading up to 
the burial at a designated impe¬ 
rial mausoleum in western Tokyo 
where bis father, former Emper¬ 
or Taisho. also is buried. 

Representatives of the 



case against North 


New Emperor Akihito 


Japanese people will salute Hiro¬ 
hito. who reigned for more than 
62 years on Japan's Chrysanthe¬ 
mum Throne, in a palace cere¬ 
mony in the weeks before the 
funeral, the Imperial Household 
Agency said. 

The cabinet decided to close 
Japan’s stock, commodity and 
currency market on the day of the 
funeral, and Kyodo News Service 
reported thar banks and other 
financial institutions may also be 
closed. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
prosecution's request to drop the 
most sweeping and controversial 
Iran-contra charges against Oliv¬ 
er L. North could make it easier 
to put the former presidential 
aide on trial, legal experts say. 

The most politically explosive 
charges, alleging a conspiracy to 
divert to Nicaraguan rebels S14 
million in proceeds from U.S.- 
Iran arms sales, will be gone if the 
dismissal move by independent 
counsel Lawrence E. Walsh suc¬ 
ceeds. 

But some experts say that 
would leave a “lean and mean" 
case against North, free of prob¬ 
lems that have bogged down the 
proceedings for months. 

District judge Gerhard A. 
Gesell will decide whether to 
grant the dismissal motion. If he 
does, prosecutors will still be able 
to try the former National Security 
council aide on 12 felony charges, 
including allegations that he 
shredded documents and lied both 
to Congress and a presidential 
inquiry in an effort to conceal his 
involvement in the Iran-contra 
affair. 

“The sex appeal part of this 
case is always the conspiracy,” 
said Washington Attorney Stan¬ 
ley Brand." But there is still a 
substantial case left.” 

“Lying to Congress and ob¬ 


struction of justice are not small 
matters, if in fact that's what 
happened,” said Brand, a former 
counsel to the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

“Lying to the Congress may be 
worse” than actually diverting 
arms-sale proceeds to help the 
contras at a time lawmakers had 
banned such assistance to the 
rebels. Brand said. 

“The public's perception of this 
and what it says about the dis¬ 
tribution of powers among the 
branches of government is as 
important to me as whether any¬ 
body goes io jail/’ he added. 

The remaining counts carry 
prison terms totalling 60 years. 
They include charges that North 
lied to Congress'in 1985 and 1986 
about his involvement in the 
covert contra resupply operation. 

North also is accused of accept¬ 
ing installation of a $13,800 secur¬ 
ity fence around his suburban 
Virginia home, pocketing at least 
$4,500 in travellers checks from 
contra leader Adolfo Calero and 
illegally using a tax-exempt 
foundation to raise money for the 
rebels. 

Other counts charge that North 
lied to Attorney General Edwin 
Meese III and destroyed official 
documents during the Nov. 20 to 
23, 1986, presidential investiga¬ 
tion of the Iran-contra affair. 


Violence rages 
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still on despite delays 


MANAGUA (AP) —■ President 
Daniel Onega says the Central 
American Summit scheduled for 
this month will take place as 
scheduled despite Costa Rican 
President Oscar Arias' proposal 
to postpone the meeting. 

Arias' proposal to postpone the 
meeting until after U.S. Presi¬ 
dent-elect George Bush has a 
chance to formulate his policy in 
the region "is under consultation 
and the meeting definitely has not 
been suspended,” Ortega said 
Saturday. 

Arias' won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1987 for crafting a region¬ 
al peace plan. He said Friday the 
summit planned for Jan. I5-I6 
should be postponed until 
February. 

"The date should not be 
changed and we shouldn’t have to 
wait "for the United States to 
design a strategy,” Ortega said. 
"We the Central Americans 
should form our own strategy.” 

Ortega spoke Saturday after¬ 
noon at Managua International 
Airport. 

He was at the airport to see off 
Milos Jakes, general secretary of 
the Communist Party in Czechos¬ 
lovakia. who returned to bis 


country after a two-day visit to 
Nicaragua. 

The Nicaraguan leader said 
late Friday that Arias' proposal 
could "practically kill" previous 
Central American peace accords. 
"I made my position known and 
it has not changed" Ortega said 
Saturday. 

Onega said that President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte of El Salvador, 
who is hosting the planned sum¬ 
mit. was asking other Central 
American leaders what they 
thought of Arias’ proposal. But 
he added. "I’m still preparing for 
the meeting." 

In making his proposal Friday. 
Arias said he and the Presidents 
of Honduras, Guatemala, Nicar¬ 
agua and El Salvador need more 
time to prepare for the summit 
meeting in San Salvador. 

The presidents had planned to 
talk about how to revive the 
peace plan they signed in 1987. 
Although some progress had 
been made, the plan now is stal¬ 
led in the countries to which it 
applied — El Salvador, Guate¬ 
mala and Nicaragua. 

Honduran and Guatemalan 
officials said they still plan to 
attend the meeting. 


Arias hinted to a news confer¬ 
ence that Central American lead¬ 
ers may get more support for 
their plan from the new U.S. 
administration. 

President Ronald Reagan's 
administration ‘‘didn’t fully 
understand the plan for peace in 
Central America,” Arias said. 

But he said recent statements 
by James Baker. Bush's nominee 
for secretary of state, “make it 
appear that there is a commit¬ 
ment to give diplomatic support 
to resolving the conflicts in Cen¬ 
tral America." 

The Central American human 
rights commission sent a letter to 
Arias Saturday expressing its 
“shock" over his proposal to 
postpone the meeting. The group 
sent the letter after meeting 
Saturday in the Costa Rican 
capital of San Jose. 

The letter said Arias' proposal 
“shows that he undoubtedly is 
controlled by ihe political deci¬ 
sions of the U.S. government." 

It also said postponing the 
meeting would be a major set¬ 
back to the Central American 
peace process and a continuation 
of “the grave human rights condi¬ 
tions in the area." 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Tamil 
fighters ambushed a Sri Lankan 
army truck, killing three soldiers 
and their civilian driver, military 
officials said Sunday. 

Three other soldiers were 
seriously wounded in the attack 
late Saturday night near Pada- 
vjya. 235 kilometres northeast bf 
Colombo, the officials said, 
speaking on condition of anony¬ 
mity. 

They said guerrillas hiding in 
dense jungle on either side of the 
road opened fire with machine 
guns and pistols when the truck 
approached. Jhe guerrillas fled 
into the jungle with four Chinese- 
made T-56 semiautomatic rifles 
taken from the truck, the militaxy 
officials added. 

They said the guerrillas be¬ 
longed' to the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, the largest of the 
Tamil separatist groups that have 
been fighting the Sri Lankan gov¬ 
ernment and killing Sinhalese 
civilians since 1983. 

Tamils make up about 18 per 
cent of Sri Lanka's 16 million 
people. Militant Tamils want to 
establish an independent nation 
in the northeastern part of the 
island to combat what they say is 
discrimination by Sinhalese, who 
dominate the government and 
comprise 75 per cent of the 
population. 

Indian peacekeeping troops 


were dispatched to Sri Lanka in 
July 1987 to uy to disarm the Tigers, 
whose insurrection has claimed 
more than 8,500 lives in the past 
six vears. 


India to withdraw 
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Mid-air sex 
'not kosher 1 


A mother and her children huddle in the rain as they attend a 
memorial service in Lockerbie, Scotland, for victims of Pan Am Flight 


Crash victim’s family 
receives wrong bedy 


India announced Jan. 1 it 
would withdraw some of its 
50.000 troops on the island off the 
South Indian coast. One batta¬ 
lion. estimated by the Indian high 
commission to number 2.500 to 
3,000 men, left last week. 

An official at the embassy said 
another battalion started leaving 
Sunday. 

More troops will be withdrawn 
in phases “depending on the 
situation on the ground," accord¬ 
ing to the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The Sri Lankan government is 
likely to lift a five-year-old state 
of emergency this week despite 
continuing rebel violence across 
the island, officials said Sunday. 

The government announced 
last month that the emergency, in 
force since May 1983. would be 
allowed to lapse Jan. 15. 

But a senior government offi¬ 
cial said it was likely to be lifted 
ahead of schedule. “The govern¬ 
ment is seriously considering 
Tuesday or Wednesday as the day 
for the removal of the emergen¬ 
cy." he said. 


ROCHESTER, New York (AP) 
— The family of a Syracuse Lfoi- 
versity student killed in the explo¬ 
sion of Pan Am Flight 103 
learned shortly before her sche¬ 
duled funeral that they received 
the wrong body, her father said. 

“I know my daughter is still out 
there somewhere, either in Scot¬ 
land, unidentified, or shipped 
somewhere else/’ Robert Hunt 
said Saturday. "And we have a 
body here that some family is 
grieving over." 

Hunt said the body of his 
daughter. Karen, was examined 
by the Monroe County medical 
examiner's office Friday. Ex¬ 
aminers determined Saturday 
through dental records and X- 
rays that it wasn’t Karen’s body, 
he said. 

"They told me this (Saturday) 
morning they were 100-per-cent 
positive it wasn’t Karen's body," 
he said in a telephone interview 
from his home in the Rochester 
suburb of Webster. 

Dr. Frederick J. Halik. a spe¬ 
cialist in dental identification of 
the dead, said he determined the 
body was not Karen’s after ex¬ 
amining it in the medical examin¬ 
er's office Saturday. 

“Nothing matched... just about 
nothing." Halik said. 

Dr. Nicholas Forbes, chief 
medical examiner, said other 
physical discrepancies also ex¬ 
isted. 

British officials in Lockerbie 
said they were investigating. 

“A question has been raised 
regarding the body of Karen 
Hunt," officials said in a terse 
statement. "The matter is the 
subject of further discussion and 
examination by appropriate 
medical specialists.” 


Hum received word Tuesday 
from authorities in Scotland that 
the body of his daughter, who 
would have turned 21 Saturday, 
had been identified. 

Miss Hunt's aunt then called 
officials in Scotland to get a de¬ 
scription of the clothes on the 
body, he said. 

"What the person over there 
described didn't sound like 
Karen’s." Hunt said. 

The funeral, which had been 
scheduled for Friday, was post¬ 
poned. 

Hunt said he’s concerned 
another family might receive 
Karen's body and cremate it with¬ 
out knowing its true identity. 

'You can exhume a body, but 
you can't identify it once it’s been 
cremated." he said. 

The New York-bound Boeing 
747 blew up Dec. 21 over Locker¬ 
bie. killing.all 259 people aboard 
Right 103. Eleven others died on 
the ground after wreckage and 
blazing jet fuel rained down on 
Lockerbie. 

Miss Hunt was returning to 
New York after completing a 
one-semester programme in Syra¬ 
cuse University's programme in 
London. 


Search continues 


Drug barons outgun, outman and outspend forces of law 


MEXICO cm' (R) — By 
normal business standards. 
Latin America's multi-billion 
drug trade should be in deep 
trouble. 

Shipments of cocaine worth 
far in excess of one billion 
dollars were lost through sei¬ 
zures in 1988. Top executives 
of the trade are in jail. 
Trusted bankers have been 
arrested for money-launder¬ 
ing. Even Switzerland's status 
as u safe haven for profits is in 
doubt. 

Rival organisations in the 
Colombian cities of Medellin 
and Cali have begun killing 
each other in murderous com¬ 
petition for the lucrative New 
York cocaine market. Col¬ 
ombian officials report. They 
put the death toll at more than 
150 this year. 

“By rights, the (drug) busi¬ 
ness should be in trouble," 
said a South American narco¬ 
tics expert recently, “ft suf¬ 
fered terrible blows this vear. 


Anti-drug forces won impor¬ 
tant battles, but the outlaws 
are still winning the war." 

U.S. officials paint an 
equally gloomy picture. 

“Wc are being outgunned, 
ou[manned and outspent... by 

international criminal orga¬ 
nisations." Assistant Secret¬ 
ary of State for International 
Narcotics matters Ann Wrob- 
leski told Reuters in an inter¬ 
view in Washington a few 
months ago. 

For the forces of law and 
order, important 198S victor¬ 
ies ranged from a succession 
of seizures, each breaking the 
previous world record, to the 
capture of Bolivia's Roberto 
Suarez, reputed to be the 
world's biggest grower of 
Coca leaf — the raw material 
for cocaine. 

Carlos Lehder, the most 
flamboyant of the Colombian 
drug lords, was sentenced to 
life plus 135 years by a Florida 
court in July for moving ton¬ 


nes of cocaine into the U.S. 

In the course of the year, 
more than 12 tonnes of 
cocaine were seized in the 
United States alone. In Mex¬ 
ico, the army discovered a 
cache of 4.8 tonnes awaiting 
shipment to the U.S. 

In Europe, customs officers 
seized roughly five tonnes in 
1988. three times os much as 
in 1987, according to Interpol, 
the International Police Orga¬ 
nisation. 

A ton of cocaine is worth 
more than $100 million once 
the drug is diluted for street 
use in the United States. In 
Europe, the value is roughly 
five times as high. 

Almost all the world's 
cocaine is produced in South 
America, with Colombia the 
leading exporter of the refined 
product and Peru and Bolivia 
the biggest growers of coca 
leaf and suppliers of coca 
paste, from which • cocaine 
powder is refined. 


Not just the marketing end 
of the business has been bit. 
Putting the trade’s huge pro¬ 
fits into safe places is becom¬ 
ing more difficult as well. 

In September, U.S. author¬ 
ities arrested five executives 
of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International on 
charges of having laundered 
$30 million of cocaine money 
through the Luxembourg- 
based bank with a year. 


A month after the arrests, a 
public prosecutor in Switzer¬ 
land said drug dealers may 
have laundered between $1 
and 1.3 billion through Swiss 
banks. The government bank¬ 
ing commission in Switzer¬ 
land, where money-launder¬ 
ing is not an offence, said it 
was investigating. 

Despite the successes 
scored world-wide by anti- 
Aug forces, experts in the 
Latin American drug produc¬ 
ing countries and the United 


States — the main market for 
illicit drugs — say the furure is 
bleak for the anti-dnig battle. 

The area under-coca cul¬ 
tivation has increased in Col¬ 
ombia, Peru and Bolivia, 
according to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
(DEA). There is so much 
supply that even the year’s 
record breaking busts have 
not driven up street prices. 

“One kingpin is arrested 
and his lieutenant takes his 
place. One shipment is busted 
and another one gets through. 
One supply line is cut and 
another one is opened,” said a 
' senior DEA agent in Latin 
America. 

With supply lines to Flor¬ 
ida. long the chief point of 
entry for Latin American 
cocaine, being threatened by 
better enforcement, Col¬ 
ombia’s cocaine lords began 
routing huge shipments 
through Mexico, according to 


experts there. 

The traffickers take advan¬ 
tage of Mexico's porous 3.120- 
kilometre border with the Un¬ 
ited States. Now, estimates 
say more than a third of the 
coiraine consumed in the U.S. 
comes in from Mexico. 


In another move to open 
new supply lines, traffickers 
turned Ecuador into a major 
new transshipment centre. 
The DEA estimates that 30 
tonnes of cocaine were moved 
through Ecuador this year. 


At the same time Col¬ 
ombian cocaine smugglers be¬ 
gan producing heroin — both 
in Colombia and remote areas 
of Mexico — in an attempt to 
break into the U.S. heroin 
market, experts say. 

Some U.S. officials fear 
that this points to worrying 
changes in consumption pat¬ 
terns. 

“There are some indica¬ 
tions that heroin use is break¬ 


ing out of the ghettos and 
moving into middle class 
neighbourhoods." a DEA 
agent said recently." There 
could well be room for expan¬ 
sion (in the market)." 

Experts agree that without 
demand in the U.S. and other 
industrial countries, there 
would be no supply of drugs. 
But some insist rhat the 
aggressive marketing techni¬ 
ques of the Colombian 
cocaine conglomerates contri¬ 
buted to the spread of cocaine 
use. 


It almost trebled over the 
past decade and stood at 79 
tonnes last year. Despite the 
seizures, the 1988 volume is 
expected to be higher. 

‘As a rule of thump, law 
enforcement agencies reckon 
that 10 per cent of smuggled 
goods are seized.” said a 
veteran narcotics agent. “But 
m the case of drugs, this is 
probably over-optimistic.” 


TEL AVIV (R) — The chief 
rabbi of Tiberias has revoked the 
kosher food licence of a hotel for 
allowing a naked couple to have 
sex in a helicopter hovering 
above its pool daring a New Year 
party, the Jerusalem Post said 
Sunday. The newspaper said the 
20 -minute live aerial sex act, the 
main attraction of the sold-out 
partv at the Tiberias club hotel, 
was watched by guests from their 
bedrooms. Chief rabbi David 
Peretz said the hotel had sinned 
and did not deserve a license to 
serve Jewish Kosher food. “The 
directors of the hotel are com¬ 
pletely nuts." Tiberias Mayor 
Yigal Bibi was quoted by the 
newspaper as saying. 


Airline ejects 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 


ATLANTA (R) — Actress Zsa 
Zsa Gabor was ejected from a 
Delta Air Lines jet at Atlanta 
airpo rt after refusing to cage her 
two Shih Tzu dogs — Genghis 
Kahn and Macho Man — in 
flight, an airline spokesman said 
Friday. Delta spokesman Bill 
Berry said Gabor refused six 
separate requests to confine the 
dogs to their cages during a flight 
Thursday night. She finally step¬ 
ped off the” plane at Atlanta’s 
Hartsfield international airport 
when a policeman was sum¬ 
moned. Gabor was ejected from 
the Delta flight on its scheduled 
Atlanta, Georgia, stop en route 
from Los Angeles to her home in 
Palm Beach. Florida. She later 
continued on an Eastern Airlines 
flight. Berry said Delta ordinarily 
requires pets to be shipped in the 
pressurised baggage compart¬ 
ments of Delta jets. But the 
actress had received special per¬ 
mission to carry the small dogs in 
special kennels which fit under an 
airline seat. “She had one of the 
dogs with her in first class and she 
had a maid with her who had" the 
other dog in the coach section." 
Berry said. He said both dogs 
were let loose and allowed to run 
through the cabin of the plane. 
When a flight attendant asked 
Gabor to return the dogs to their 
cages, “she was quite abusive 
language-wise." Berry said. 


Drug prevents ulcers 
for some arthritis 
medicine users 


Four hundred police, troops 
and civilian volunteers are con¬ 
tinuing search of remore areas of, 
northernmost England Saturday 
for debris from the Pan Am jet. 

Twenty-eight bodies were still 
missing. 

The main search area has 
moved almost KW kilometres east 
of Locjierbie. in Northumber¬ 
land. England’s northernmost 
county. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. Food and Drug Administra¬ 
tion announced approval Tues¬ 
day of a new prescription drug it 
said can prevent stomach ulcers 
that afflict some of the millions of 
people who take medicine for 
arthritis. To be marketed under 
the trade name Cytotec by G.D. 
Searle the drug — Misoprostol — 
is to be labelled for use in patients 
at high risk for developing com¬ 
plications of stomach ulcers while 
on arthritis drugs. That would 
include the elderly and patients of 
any age with other serious illness. 
In those high-risk patients, the 
FDA said, the ulcers may not 
cause pain and as a result go 
undetected until they have caused 
bleeding or other serious con¬ 
sequences. The PDA said there 
are an estimated 200,000 cases of 
gastrointestinal bleeding each 
year — resulting in 10,000 to 
20,000 deaths — due to the 68 
million prescriptions of non-ster¬ 
oidal. anti-inflammatory drugs 
called NS AIDS used for arthritis. 
Among the most commonJy used 
medicines in that category are 
high-dose Aspirin, Ibuprofen, 
Piroxicam and Naproxen. 


Johnson, Griffith 
re-marrying 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
“Miami Vice” star Don Johnson 
and his ex-wife, actress Melanie 
Griffith, plan to re-marry, John¬ 
son's publicist said Monday. "No 
date has been set," Elliot Mine 
said in a statement by telephone 
from Aspen, Colorado. He 
wouldn’t disclose where the wed¬ 
ding will be or where the couple is 
spending the holidays, “Both 
Don and Melanie wish to enjoy 
this very special time together,” 
Mintz said, “In order to provide a 
sense of dignity and ■ privacy; 
there-will be no press conference, 
photo opportunities, interviews 
or further statement." Miss Grif¬ 
fith. 31, star of the cuneht hit 
.movie "Working Girt”, was mar- 
ned briefly to the then-Httle- 
known Johnson when she was a 
teen-ager. She is the daughter of 
actress Tippi Hedren. She later 
married, then divorced, actor 
Steven Bauer, and they have son, 
Alexander, 3Vi year-old. Johnson 
recently was romantically .in¬ 
volved with entertainer Barbra 




together on the.top 10 aduJ 
contemporary hit “Till I love 
Johnson, 39, has a 5-yeai 
old son from his relationship wit 
Patti D’ArbanviUe. Johnson 
plays the scruffy vice cop Sotm 
Crockett on the U.S. televisic 
nbc network series. ■ 
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